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Crystal Lake

Each year, many people visit Crystal Lake to enjoy our unique blend of

big-city amenities and small-town charm. Specialty shopping, eclectic
dining, world-class parks and beaches, and arts and culture make Crystal
Lake the destination of choice for both residents and visitors.
Convenient to Metra and major roadways, Crystal Lake’s popular
attractions include: Three Oaks Recreation Area,
Raue Center for the Arts, Lakeside Arts Park at the Dole,
Historic Downtown, Crystal Lake and a variety of year-round events.
For more information, visit crystallake.org or downtowncl.org

COVID-19 Update: Please check for specific openings/closings and cancellations before planning your trip.
Please stay informed and healthy. We can't wait to welcome you to McHenry County!

Get the
‘Insider’ info
Trips are always better when you can rely on a friend
to tell you all about a destination’s must-sees. Here
in McHenry County, we want you to feel like you’re
one of our old friends. And since we’re old friends,
we want you to know everything we know about our
little slice of Chicagoland. Whether you’re dropping
in from 10 states away or 10 minutes away, you can
always use a little advice from someone on the inside.
With our 2020-2021 Insider Guide, you’ll find plenty
of information about our local attractions, as well as
tips and tricks to get the most out of your visit to
McHenry County.
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Visit McHenry County
Planning the perfect getaway in McHenry
County just got easier! Download the Visit
McHenry County, IL! app to take advantage of an
interactive way to map out everything you can't miss
in McHenry County.

Insider Tips

11879 E. Main Street
PO Box 1106
Huntley, Illinois 60142
815.893.6280
Jaki Berggren
Executive Director
jaki@visitmchenrycounty.com

Kristine Austin
Sales and Marketing Manager
kristine@visitmchenrycounty.com

Keep your eye out for this icon — it
alerts you to Insider Tips that will
enhance your visit to McHenry
County. You’re sure to find some
awesome ideas!

On
the front cover:
Stade’s Farm & Market Sunflower Field
Photo by K-Adams Foto
10M 5/2020

visitmchenrycounty.com

mchenrycountyil.gov

enjoyillinois.com
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WElcome
to horse
country

Welcome to
our back yard
One of McHenry County’s greatest assets is
the great outdoors. The McHenry County
Conservation District is a collection of
woodlands, prairies, wetlands, ponds, creeks,
and rivers providing endless opportunities to
get out and enjoy Mother Nature. Located all
over the county, these public parks are free
and have miles and miles of hiking and biking
trails as well as lots of activities and programs.
There are horse and snowmobile trails, canoe
launches, picnic areas, fishing spots, and
campgrounds. There’s even a disc golf course.
Each conservation area is different with a
surprising array of landscapes, vistas, flora,
and fauna. They range from the tiny ten-acre
County Line Road access to the Kishwaukee
River in Marengo to the vast, 3,439-acre Glacial
Park in Ringwood.

One thing is obvious when driving the rural roads of
McHenry County: this is horse country. Around every
curve there are horses and horse barns. In fact, there
are more of these magnificent creatures in this county
than just about anywhere else in Illinois. Horse owners
can take advantage of the more than 40 miles of
horseback riding trails. For those who do not own a
horse, there are options. Want to get your horse fix?
Saddle up!

Volunteer
Help fellow humans while getting in some serious
equine time at Main Stay Therapeutic Farm. Since
1984, Main Stay has been helping individuals with
physical, developmental, emotional, and social
disabilities through equine and animal-assisted
therapy. This non-profit survives because of
volunteers, and they are always looking for more
people to help with their important efforts.

Visitor Centers at Glacial Park and Silver Creek
Conservation Area offer interactive displays.
The Prairieview Education Center, located
in Silver Creek, loans out free Hiker Trail
Packs with options for geocaching, family
exploration, and more ways to explore. Lost
Valley Visitor Center at Glacial Park overlooks
Nippersink Creek valley and houses exhibits
highlighting the area’s natural bounty. Also
at Glacial Park is the Powers-Walker House, a
historic homestead built in 1854.

Main Stay is set on a few hundred acres on a hill
overlooking Glacial Park with an oak savanna in the
background. In this bucolic setting, helping out may
be nearly as therapeutic for the volunteer as it is for
the people who use its services.
Main Stay Therapeutic Farm
6919 Keystone Road
Richmond, IL 60071
815.653.9374 • mainstayfarm.org

Connect

With 25,598 acres of open land and annual
events like maple sugar tapping and ice cream
socials, McHenry County Conservation District
is a truly special way to explore the area’s
natural beauty.

Soulful Prairies is a peaceful destination that helps
visitors connect with horses, with the land, and with
themselves. Linda Bruce uses her expertise as a social
worker and equine gestalt coach practitioner to help
individuals and couples as well as facilitate group

McHenry County Conservation District
18410 US-14 • Woodstock
815.338.6223 • mccdistrict.org

The Inside Look
Scan the code for more info
about the McHenry County
Conservation District.
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retreats. The horses are an integral part of the
process, that takes place in an idyllic landscape
complete with a fairy forest, sweat lodge, and an
1830s log cabin.
Soulful Prairies hosts retreats, yoga and gong classes,
kids’ camps, pottery classes, and farm-to-table dinners.
Each September they go full-on Woodstock with
their Soul Jam concert, which raises money for a
local charity.
Soulful Prairies
4706 Alden Road
Woodstock, IL 60098
847.366.6743 • soulfulprairies.com
1

Support

Photo by
K-Adams Foto

For 55 years, Spring Grove Horse Show, Inc., has
hosted shows at the Spring Grove Horse Fair arena.
It began when a few local families decided to put on
horse shows. From the start, these judged exhibitions
raised money to support the community. Funds from
the weekend-long shows, which included pig roasts
and sweet corn from local farmers, helped pay for the
school cafeteria, parking lot, and school buses.

2
Woodwind Farm,
McHenry
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

To this day, there are several shows a year, although
they’re now one-day affairs, and they still raise money
for the community. Grab a chair and some sunscreen
and settle in for a day of equine competition in their
beautiful outdoor arena.
Spring Grove Horse Show, Inc.
Horse Fair Park
8105 Blivin Street
Spring Grove, IL 60081
815.675.6048 • springgrovehorseshow.com
For more information on trails, heritage and history
of the equestrian side of McHenry County visit
McHenryCountyEquestrian.com.

2

Nippersink
Canoe Trail in
McHenry County
Conservation
District’s Glacial
Park, Ringwood

visitmchenrycounty.com

3

New to biking?
OUTDOORS

If you need a new set of wheels, check out The
Bike Haven in McHenry and Woodstock. Whether
you need to rent a ride for the 26-mile Prairie Trail
or you're looking for a top-of-the-line road bike for
your cross-country adventure, this bike shop provides
professional, honest and experienced service.
Offering cruisers, path, road, mountain and children’s
bikes, Josh, Jess and their knowledgeable staff will
help you find what you need, including parts, apparel
and accessories. They’ll even repair your bike when
the gears won’t shift or the tire goes flat.

1
Josh Arnow,
Owner of The
Bike Haven,
McHenry and
Woodstock
2
Wonder Lake
Water Ski
Show Team
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
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Want to ride with some bicyclists who know what
they’re doing? Sign up for a breakfast ride or shootout.
The Bike Haven even sponsors a full USA Cycling Race
Team for the super-serious riders.

See a water show
like no other

Be sure to check out the Prairie Trail, a cyclist’s
paradise with picturesque views galore that will take
you right to Glacial Park and its Lost Valley Visitor
Center. The winter months got you craving your
pedals? Join one of the indoor spin classes offered
through the snowy months.

You may have seen water ski shows in other places.
But we bet you’ve never seen anything like
the Wonder Lake Water Ski Show Team. This
140-plus-member team, consisting of members
ranging in ages 5-65, is a five-time National Show Ski
Champion and has placed in the top five in the nation
every year since 1996.

Stop in The Bike Haven and
learn why they say, “Get IN, Get
ON, Get INVOLVED! Life is a
journey — Let’s Enjoy the Ride!”
The Bike Haven
3318 W. Pearl Street • McHenry • 815.385.4642
132 Cass Street • Woodstock • 815.308.5840
thebikehaven.com

Grab a lawn chair or your favorite beach blanket and
head out to Wonder Center Beach in Wonder Lake
(located at Hancock Drive and East Lake Shore Drive)
almost every Friday at 7 p.m. Memorial Day through
Labor Day to see this one-hour show full of jumping,
barefoot skiing, pyramids and all the other fantastic
stunts you’d expect at the big name shows. Don’t miss
the Fourth of July ski show!
Check the online calendar for a full listing of shows
and times.

1

Wonder Lake Water Ski Show Team
Wonder Lake • wonderlakeskiteam.org
Insider Tip: The show is free. No pricey tickets
required, though the team does accept and
appreciate donations.

Alpine Accessories

1

2

Come to the mountain!
If Mother Nature doesn’t supply enough winter snow,
Wilmot Mountain makes its own. Ski, snowboard or
tube with us. Just getting started? Wilmot will teach
you everything you need to know. For seasoned
skiers, consider an EPIC season pass to ski not only
at Wilmot, but at Wilmot’s partner resorts including
places in Vail, Beaver Creek, Breckenridge, Keystone,
Park City and many more.

Make some waves
Want to catch a wave but you’re stuck in Illinois? The
surf’s always up at The Quarry Cable Park! Part of
Crystal Lake’s Three Oaks Recreation Area, this cable
wake park features Unit Parktech jumps and features.
Cable wakeboarding is similar to wakeboarding behind
a boat, but instead, you move along a cable system
suspended in the air by a series of towers around the
lake. If you’ve never wakeboarded before, lessons are
available at the beginner, intermediate and pro levels.
Afterward, hit the beach and enjoy amenities like
a fire pit, live music, sand volleyball, baggo and
open-air yoga. If you work up an appetite, delicious
burgers, sandwiches, and salads are available at the
Quarry Grille. The Quarry also hosts a variety of
wakeboarding competitions throughout the season.
The Quarry Cable Park
5517 Northwest Highway • Crystal Lake
815.893.0036 • thequarrycablepark.com

Wilmot Mountain
11931 Fox River Road • Wilmot, WI
262.862.2301 • wilmotmountain.com

3

Insider Tip: We know Wilmot Mountain is in
Wisconsin. So, after your day of skiing, slalom
back into McHenry County for dinner, drinks
and a good night’s sleep at a great hotel.

1
The Quarry Cable
Park, Crystal Lake
Photo by
Rodrigo Donoso
2
Wilmot Mountain,
Wilmot, WI
Photo by Micheal
Moenning
The Inside Look

3
Wilmot Mountain
Sno-Cat, Wilmot, WI
4
The Quarry Cable
Park, Crystal Lake

4

When it’s time for outdoor adventure, Alpine
Accessories can help. What began as a catalog-only
company in 1993 is a full-fledged ski and snowboard
store and the largest stand-up paddleboard shop
in northeastern Illinois. Whether you want to hit
the slopes, the trails, or the waves, they’ll outfit
enthusiasts with all of the necessary equipment and
clothing from boots to wetsuits. Skis, snowboards,
and paddleboards can be rented, and they also offer
ski-boot fittings and paddleboard lessons.
Alpine Accessories
9219 S. Illinois Route 31 • Lake in the Hills
847.854.4754 • alpineaccessories.com

4
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Family
farm fun!

Get lost in a maze of
apples or corn
Does getting lost in a field sound like your idea of a
good time? If so, you’ll definitely want to lose yourself
and maybe even find yourself in our mazes. McHenry
County is home to the World’s Largest Corn Maze
at Richardson Farm and the country’s first apple tree
maze at Royal Oak Farm Orchard.

McHenry County is home to the most vibrant
agritourism culture in the state. You’ll never
have to look far to find farmland fun – plan
an afternoon at an apple farm, get lost in a
corn maze or pick the perfect produce at one
of our U-pick produce farms. You won’t find
experiences like these in downtown Chicago.

Fall fun at
All Seasons Orchard
All Seasons Orchard has everything you need for
a day of family fun with more than 30 different
activities. Pick apples or pumpkins, explore the
10-acre corn maze, and play in the barnyard. Say
hello to the residents in Bunny Village, fly high on
the jumping pillow or challenge each other to a
pedal kart race. How about hopping on the cow train
or a mini zip line adventure? When you need a break,
enjoy a pig race or a magic show.
When hungry, grab a meal at the Country Kitchen
or our Country Concession. Don’t forget to stop by
the Farm Market & Bakery where all our seasonal
treats are made. Fresh apple cider is pressed, caramel
from scratch is cooked, pies are baked and apple
cider doughnuts are made continuously throughout
the day. End the day with freshly popped kettle corn
for the ride home and of course an extra dozen
doughnuts.
All Seasons Orchard
14510 Route 176 • Woodstock
815.338.5637 • allseasonsorchard.com
Insider Tip: Don’t miss the Honeycrisp Festival,
apple cannons and observation windows to
view doughnut-making and cider-pressing.

1

2

Growing a family
tradition for more
than 20 years
Royal Oak Farm Orchard is home to the country’s
first apple tree maze, Amaze ‘N Apples. Wander
through 1 ½ miles of walking trails while picking from
nine different varieties of apples. When you find your
way out, stop by the bakery for fresh apple cider
doughnuts, find beautiful fall decor for your home
or get an early start on Christmas shopping at the
country gift store.

Royal Oak knows how to
deliver the autumn family
experience. Want proof? Visit
their YouTube channel.

1
Apple picking
at All Seasons
Orchard,
Woodstock
The Inside Look

2
Apple tree maze
at Royal Oak
Farm Orchard,
Harvard
The Inside Look

The entertainment area has no admission fee and
parking is free – you only pay for the attractions you
choose. Purchase tokens for the train, carousel,
orchard tour rides, and the apple tree maze. You can
even purchase wristbands for all activities including
apple picking.
Royal Oak Farm Orchard
15908 Hebron Road • Harvard
815.648.4141 • royaloakfarmorchard.com
Stade's Farm
Market, McHenry
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
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Insider Tip: Don’t miss Royal Oak’s famous
chicken pot pie for lunch or the infamous
caramelized apple cinnamon French toast for
breakfast at the Country Kitchen Restaurant.

visitmchenrycounty.com
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Von Bergen’s: where
even kids love the
veggie variety

FARMS

Have a country
adventure at Richardson
Adventure Farm
Richardson Adventure Farm is home to the “World’s
Largest” Corn Maze. Venture into the maze during the
day or get daring and try to maneuver it at night. We
promise they’ve never lost anyone… yet. This is your
farm for big adventure. Think old-fashioned with a hip
new twist. Big kids, little kids, and kids at heart— there
are activities to keep young and old entertained. You
can even book a private campfire area for your friends
and family or a corporate outing.
1
The 2019
corn maze at
Richardson
Adventure Farm,
Spring Grove
2
Richardson
Adventure Farm,
Spring Grove
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

1

2

Stade’s is the place for
home-grown farm fun

3

Stade's Farm & Market is a farmtastic destination!
Along with beautiful farm-fresh vegetables and fruits,
Stade's offers many opportunities for family fun
during the summer and fall. Did you know they have a
beautiful apple orchard too?

If you’re looking for something different beyond the
world’s largest corn maze, try the U-pick pumpkin
patch and the 700-foot zip line. Have you ever tried
an ORB ride? Also known as zorbing, it involves a giant
inflatable plastic ball and unique thrills! The certified
operators will strap you into an 11’ ball and send you
plummeting down a giant ramp. There’s also a train
ride, carousel, petting zoo, two jumping pillows, paint
ball and more.

Beginning in June, Stade's offers nearly 20 acres
of Pick-Your-Own strawberries. As the season
progresses, raspberries, sugar snap peas, green beans,
tomatoes, peppers, apples, pumpkins, and sunflowers
are available for you and your family to pick. Stade's
Farm Market also sells an impressive variety of freshlypicked, delicious produce throughout the entire
season (June - October). Stade's famous sweet corn is
harvested daily and is so popular there's a countdown
to the first day it's available. The tomatoes are the
best too!

Squeal with delight as you watch the live Pig Races
show. Enjoy live music, beer and wine on weekends in
October.

3
Richardson
Adventure Farm,
Spring Grove
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

Hungry? On the weekends, there’s a complete line of
concessions including cider doughnuts, funnel cakes
and kettle corn. For the littlest adventurers, there is
a play area with slides, the corn bin cabin, the pedal
trikes and their very own jumping pillow.
Richardson Adventure Farm
909 English Prairie Road • Spring Grove
815.675.9729 • richardsonadventurefarm.com

1

The Inside Look
Scan the code for more info about
Richardson Adventure Farm

Satisfy your sweet tooth with Stade's delicious
apple cider donuts and freshly baked pies. Seasonal
treats like strawberry doughnuts are available during
strawberry season.
Stade's is home to the Shades of Autumn Fall Festival,
eight weekends of family-fun featuring Stade's
Farmtractions Theme Park and several special events.
The theme park has over 40 rides, attractions, and
activities for your entire family to enjoy including a
beautifully restored carousel, pedal cars, corn maze,
zip lines, petting zoo, slide mountain, a giant corn
play area, and their one-of-a-kind, must-see
pumpkin cannon!

Want to explore our county like a local? Then, don’t
miss Von Bergen’s Country Market where you’ll find a
farm store that goes beyond the usual. When was the
last time you had kohlrabi? Never had it? Find a recipe
on their website for kohlrabi & apple slaw with creamy
coleslaw dressing. How about some beautiful shiny,
purple eggplant or a variety of vibrant sweet peppers?
They have green beans and wax beans. And don’t miss
the sweet corn (and popcorn, too). Want to can or
freeze some of this bounty? Call ahead and they’ll box
up a big quantity and have it ready for you.
Von Bergen’s has been hosting school tours for more
than 25 years. By letting children harvest some of
the fall specialty crops, they learn that things are not
grown in the grocery store. Children can also enjoy
wagon rides, a maze, visits with the animals, playing in
the sandbox/tractor area, and a tepee tour.

1
Stade’s Farm
& Market,
McHenry
2

Don’t Miss: Von Bergen’s barn quilt.
Time your visit for the annual Plow Day and Tractor
Show/Customer Appreciation Day the last Saturday
of September and see a tractor show and plowing
demonstration, live music and many activities for
the children.

Von Bergen's
Sunflower Maze,
Hebron
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

Von Bergen’s Country Market
9805 Route 173 • Hebron
815.648.2332 • vonbergens.com

Insider Tip: Visit Von Bergen’s Sunflower
Maze starting in late July, then enjoy
Stade’s sunflower field which usually
opens in September.

2

Along with helping you and your family create lifelong memories, Stade's specializes in home-grown
food, agricultural education, and family entertainment.
Stade’s Farm & Market
3709 W. Miller Road • McHenry
815.675.6396 • stadesfarmandmarket.com
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Farmers markets:
They’re a big deal
FARMS

You might not know it, but McHenry County has some
of the best farmers markets in the state — literally,
we’re ranked. Our farmers markets are scattered all
throughout McHenry County, and you can visit each
and every one.

Visitors will find fresh fruits and veggies, as well as
specialty canned items, salad dressings and more.
Sundays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., June-August
Cary Metra Lot • 100 W. Main Street • 815.519.4341
carygrovefarmersmarket.com

Woodstock
Farmers Market
on the Historic
Woodstock
Square,
Woodstock
2
Fresh berries and
jam at the Pearl
Street Market,
McHenry

2

Pearl Street Market
Music, goods, libations. The Pearl Street Market has
teamed up with The McHenry Downtown Business
Association to offer an array of homemade and home
grown farmers market fare from produce to honey
to soaps and many sweet treats, along with fun crafts
and other goods.

Cary GROVE Farmers Market

1

Christmas
traditions begin in
McHenry County

Thursdays, 4:30 p.m.-8 p.m., May-September
Veterans Memorial Park • 3400 Pearl Street
815.363.2100 • ci.mchenry.il.us

Indoor Winter Market on first and third Sundays
9 a.m.-1 p.m., September-May
Algonquin Township Building #6
3702 US Highway 14 • Crystal Lake

Woodstock Farmers Market

Crystal Lake Farmers Market
Shop local vendors from organic meat and eggs to
flowers and fruit to vegetables and baked goods.
Enjoy regular entertainment in the Depot Park gazebo.
Located in Downtown Crystal Lake, this farmers
market is easily accessible from the Metra.
Saturdays, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., June-October
Depot Park • 90 E. Woodstock Street
815.479.0835 • downtowncl.org/annual-events/
farmers-market
1

Named the No. 1 farmers market in Illinois by the
American Farmland Trust and No. 1 in McHenry
County by the Best of the Fox, this exceptional market
features great live music and everything from veggies,
fruits and cheeses to hand-spun yarn, desserts and
seedlings for your garden. All items are grown or
produced by the vendors, and the market manager
inspects each vendor to ensure the market’s integrity.
Located right off the Metra.
Tuesdays and Saturdays, 8 a.m.-1 p.m.
May-September • Historic Woodstock Square
100 N. Johnson Street • 815.338.5164
woodstockfarmersmarket.org
Indoor Winter Market on select Saturdays
9 a.m.-1 p.m., October-April
McHenry County Fairgrounds
12015 Country Club Road • Woodstock

Beyond the gifts under the tree, part of what makes
Christmas special are the family traditions involving
the tree. Sure, you could bring up an artificial tree from
the basement, but another idea is to visit a Christmas
tree farm, smell the holiday scents of pine and balsam,
maybe take a wagon ride to the distant corners of an
orderly pine forest and choose exactly the right tree to
serve as the centerpiece of your holiday decor. Fact is,
we harvest more Christmas trees in McHenry County
than anywhere else in the state. Choose the perfect
tree from a local tree farm, to make your Christmas a
memorable one.

1

2

Richardson Christmas Tree Farm
Inhale deeply here — this farm grows more than
80,000 fragrant trees. There are free wagon rides to
and from the fields on weekends and a whole crew to
shake and bale your tree. Inside the large heated barn,
you’ll find free hot chocolate and real restrooms.
Richardson Christmas Tree Farm
9407 Richardson Road • Spring Grove
815.675.9729 • richardsonfarm.com

2
Richardson
Christmas
Tree Farm,
Spring Grove
3

Huntley Farmers Market
Located on the Huntley Square, this market features
an amazing variety of produce from farm-raised
meats to fresh roasted coffee beans. You can
also enjoy live music and a host of special events
throughout the season.
Saturdays, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., June-October
Huntley Downtown Square • 11704 Coral Street
847.515.5200 • huntley.il.us

Fridays, 3 p.m.-6 p.m., June to October
Loyola Retreat and Ecology Campus
2710 S. Country Club Road • Woodstock

Marengo Community Farmers Market
Car shows, Christmas in July celebration, picnics
in the park and fall festivals make the Marengo
Community Farmers Market a great spot for fresh
produce and a little fun! Their Facebook page is the
best place to stay up to date on their latest events!
Fridays, 5 p.m.-8:30 p.m., May-August
Calvin Spencer Park • 825 Indian Oaks Trail

3
Richardson
Christmas
Tree Farm,
Spring Grove

Oney's Tree Farm
In the spring, Oney’s sells homegrown trees, shrubs
and perennials to the public in April and May. “We close
during summer because transplanting is difficult when
it’s hot, but we reopen for September and October
when it’s safe to dig plants again,” explains Christy
Peterson, sales manager in the retail office. Tap into the
Peterson family’s decades of experience by bringing
pictures and measurements of the landscape space for
custom design services. Open spring and fall from
9 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday-Saturday (closed Sunday).

4
Richardson
Christmas
Tree Farm,
Spring Grove
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
The Inside Look

Loyola Farm STAND
Visit Loyola University Retreat and Ecology’s weekly
summer farm stand and purchase the freshest of
seasonal produce including beets, lettuce, tomatoes,
squash, beans, greens, okra and a variety of fruits.
Don’t miss the fresh baked bread made daily!

1
Richardson
Christmas
Tree Farm,
Spring Grove
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

Grandma Dawn Peterson’s
custom fresh wreaths, garland
and centerpieces are favored
by professional photographers
for nationwide advertising,
but she loves helping families
decorate, too.

4

Scan the code
for more info
about cutting
your own tree in
McHenry County.

Oney’s Tree Farm
16608 Route 14 • Woodstock
815.338.4108 • oneystreefarm.com
Open the day after Thanksgiving and daily through
mid-December from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Indoor Winter Market on first Saturday
9 a.m.-1 p.m., November-May
Legion Hall • 11712 Coral Street • Huntley
10
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EVENTS

Great events
happen in
McHenry
County

Looking for ideas? There are thousands of events
taking place all year long in McHenry County.
Here are a few ideas to get you started! Go to
visitmchenrycounty.com for the area’s most complete
calendar of events.

1
Autumn Drive,
Woodstock
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
2
Performer at
the Woodstock
Opera House,
Woodstock

Got a milk festival?
Some places may have streets of gold, but Harvard
has streets of white. See what we mean at the 79th
annual Harvard Milk Days, October 16-18, when the
town’s streets are painted white to celebrate that
marvelous bovine beverage… milk. Harvard Milk Days,
one of the longest continuously running festivals in
Illinois, got its start back in 1942 when the folks in
McHenry County decided to pay tribute to the local
dairy industry with some speeches, some dance and
a whole lot of milk. Be sure to visit Harmilda (Harvard
Milk Days), the fiberglass cow that has been sitting at
the Five Points since 1966.

Hometown festivals to
make you feel at home
Don’t miss Woodstock Willie’s prognostication at
7:07 a.m. on Feb. 2 at the historic Woodstock Square
during Groundhog Days, a festival that celebrates the
fun of having been the filming location for the 1992
movie “Groundhog Day,” directed by Harold Ramis
and starring Bill Murray.
2

Live creatively
The Woodstock Fine Arts Association promotes the
arts in McHenry County with children’s programs,
scholarships and their annual Creative Living Series at
the Woodstock Opera House:
2020:
Oct. 15: Katherine Gray— From Netflix's Blown Away.

1

Nov. 19: The Power of Bad— Author and New York
Times columnist John Tierney on how to harness and
overcome the "Negativity Effect."

2

1

Come to the McHenry County Fair, August 4-9, at
the McHenry County Fairgrounds in Woodstock.
You’ll find all your county fair favorites from exhibits,
vendors and livestock shows to all the fair delicacies
(funnel cake, anyone?). Of course, there’s a carnival
and you don’t want to miss the excitement of the Miss
McHenry County Pageant. The family-friendly musical
entertainment is always popular.

Feb. 18: Muhammad Ali: A Life— Biographer Jonathan
Eig brings us to the heart of the boxing legend’s
colorful, incredible life.

Autumn Drive:
Country Fun!
Take a drive in the country and put this address in your
GPS: 16105 Garden Valley Road, Woodstock. It’s the
best place to start your Autumn Drive adventures as
neighbors offer antiques, crafts, food and fun. Local
farms in rural McHenry County open their barns
to offer you fall produce, honey, jams, soaps and
vinegars for the 33rd year. October 16–18 from
9 a.m.-5 p.m., rain or shine, in rural Woodstock
and Marengo. Visit autumndrive.net.
Insider Tip: Sign up for the Savage Race on
July 25, in Spring Grove, which promises
“15-20 obstacles,” “a beer,” and “mud in your
underwear,” among other charms and prizes.

1
Groundhog Days,
Woodstock
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
The Inside Look

2
McHenry County
Fair, Woodstock
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
3
McHenry
ShamROCKS
the Fox, McHenry
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

Did you know the McHenry County Fairgrounds hosts
special events year-round, including the Sheep and
Fiber Festival, garage sales, flea markets, indoor winter
farmers markets and more?

Apr. 15: A Grand Tour Of Italy—Through art, music,
film and literature, Professor Joseph Luzzi delves into
what is behind the country’s remarkable appeal.
Series subscriptions are $115; single seats $25 and
are available beginning June 23, 2020. Contact
the Woodstock Opera House at 815.338.5300 or
woodstockoperahouse.com.

The Cary Main Street Fest in downtown Cary takes
place noon-10 p.m. Sept. 12, and 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sept. 13, and features music, kid activities and other
family-friendly fare. The Johnny Appleseed Festival
in downtown Crystal Lake, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Sept. 26,
celebrates fall with music, crafts, demonstrations and
appearances from Johnny Appleseed himself.

Share the excitement!

2021:
Jan. 21: The New Healthy— Nutritionist Dawn
Jackson Blatner lays out a simple plan for using food
to fuel our best selves.

Mar. 18: Celebrating Jazz— Professor Anna Celenza
uses film clips, photos and recordings to explore the
power of America’s greatest original art form.

Please visit milkdays.com or call 815.943.4614 for
dates, times and locations of all events.
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Lakeside Festival at The Dole is the ultimate
Independence Day celebration. This four-day festival
is filled with great local food and drink, live music,
historic tours and thrilling carnival rides. Join them for
their 40th annual celebration July 2-5 at the Lakeside
Arts Park right off the banks of Crystal Lake.

Visit mchenrycountyfair.com for more information,
to buy tickets in advance or to check the schedule.

Paint the town green!
Planning your next St. Patrick’s Day celebration?
Come to where the river and beer are green!
Downtown McHenry’s two-day event McHenry
ShamROCKS the Fox features the Fox River dyed
emerald green by Blarney Island. There’s plenty
of music, a mix of both traditional Irish tunes and
popular hits. Plenty of family-friendly activities, like the
McHenry St. Pat’s Parade, are planned for the littlest
leprechauns.

McHenry County Fair Association
11900 Country Club Road • Woodstock
815.338.5315 • mchenrycountyfair.com
3

Whether you’re Irish all year
round or just one day per year,
get your green on and have a
McGreat time in McHenry!
visitmchenrycounty.com 13

How to Norge: Viking
helmets optional
EVENTS

At the Norge Ski Club in Fox River Grove, the party’s
been going on for more than 110 years. This 150-feet
ski jump rises high above the Fox River and offers a
year-round training facility and competition venue
for world-class athletes. No snow? No problem. The
plastic covering on the hill creates a slick surface, even
on 90-degree days.
1

2

Fall-off-the-bone fun
Since 2012, the Rotary Club of McHenry has hosted
the three-day Blues, Brews & BBQ fest on the
McCullom Lake shoreline each August. Thanks to our
fans, this fest has raised tens of thousands of dollars
that provided grants to numerous worthwhile local
and global humanitarian causes, as well as leadership,
vocational and academic-advancement opportunities
for area youth. While the 2020 fest is canceled due to
Coronavirus-related concerns, we look forward to its
stellar future return — and to seeing all of you there!

1
Rotary Blues,
Brews & BBQ,
McHenry
2
Naté Shreeves
(owner) and
Melissa McMahon
(Manager of
Mischief), Mixin
Mingle. McHenry

5

McHenry Rotary Blues, Brews & BBQ
mrbbb.com
3

Show Your Pride!
LBGTQ pride is strong in McHenry County, and you
can see it for yourself at the Woodstock Pride Fest.
This multi-day event usually takes place in June and
includes a festival, parade and much more. 2020's
event will look a little different due to COVID-19
regulations, so please visit the Woodstock Pride
Facebook page for event updates. If 2019’s inaugural
affair is any indication, you can expect to join
thousands gathered around the historic square
to celebrate being part of an open and united
community. Attendees can shop local vendors, dine
from food trucks, and meet nonprofits, advocacy
groups, and allied organizations that champion
equality. The energetic parade brightens the town with
floats and participants decked out in the colors of the
rainbow. Following the procession, the gazebo stage
features speakers, live music and DJs entertaining all
afternoon. Additional festivities include a Kid’s Pride
event and a drag show.

3
Drag Night
Bingo, Mixin
Mingle, McHenry

4
Drag Night, Mixin
Mingle, McHenry
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
5
Rotary Blues,
Brews & BBQ,
McHenry

4

Norge Ski Club
100 Ski Hill Road • Fox River Grove
847.639.9718 • norgeskiclub.com

1
114th
International
Winter
Tournament at
Norge Ski Club,
Fox River Grove
2

Fun Fact: Three members of the 2018 Men’s U.S.
Ski Jumping Team train at Norge Ski Club.

Norge Ski Club,
Fox River Grove
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
The Inside Look

• Learn how to say “Norge.” It’s pronounced nor – GE

(rhymes with “more tea”).

• Dress for the weather and the terrain. Leave those

4-inch red stilettos and cute dresses at home, folks.
It’s time for hiking boots and long johns.

Scan the code
for more info
about festivals in
McHenry County.

• Plan to tailgate. Pack the tent, the chairs, the grub

and the grill, but remember to leave the food and
drinks in the parking lot when you’re done. No
outside food and beverages are allowed beyond the
tournament gates.

2

Outdoors

• Arrive early. It’s not fashionable to be late for this

party! To grab the best tailgating spots, get there
early.
• Bring a cowbell. Ring it when the skiers have a great

jump. Don’t have one among your party supplies?
No worries, buy one at the tournament.
• Wear your Viking helmet and animal skins. Not

required, but it sure makes for some great selfies and
even better stories to tell your friends.
• Keep your Norge Ski Jump Tournament button. It’s

your ticket in. And in future years, wear the buttons
like badges of honor, showing the number of years
you’ve attended.

Speaking of drag shows, you’ll want to break out
the high heels and the big hair, because it’s time to
get fabulous! Once a month, Mixin Mingle puts on
a show fit for a queen with Dragology and Haus of
Plastic. It’s an all-ages event that turns the Woodstock
venue into an evening of costumed entertainment.
Performers get dressed up to the nines and dance,
lip-sync, and mix and mingle for a night of enthusiastic
fun. Keep an eye on Mixin Mingle’s calendar, because
they also host themed drag bingo nights.
Mixin Mingle Woodstock
124 Cass Street • Woodstock
815.308.5170 • mixinmingle.com

14

While the athletes practice quietly throughout the
year, on competition days in January and September,
thousands of spectators set up at the bottom of the
hill to watch the skiers fly. Wanna join in the familyfriendly fun and Norge like a local? Well, here’s
everything you need to know:

While the party’s going on among the crowds at the
bottom of the hill, it’s serious business for the ski
jumpers at the top of the tower. These international
Olympic hopefuls climb the tower in full ski gear and
fly at speeds of up to 60 mph down the 70-meter
hill. From the top of the tower, they can see Chicago.
Want to learn how to fly, too? Norge Ski Club offers
lessons for all ages and levels. Banquet facilities and
jumping demonstrations are also available.

1
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Let us
entertain you
We take a lot of pride in our performances here
in McHenry County. From the arts to downhome pleasures and plenty of quaint, quirky
choices, there is something to please just about
anyone. Art, music, theater, adventures indoors
and out, festivals and tournaments… no matter
what kind of entertainment you favor, you’re
sure to find it here.

Take a magical
music tour
The Sanfilippo Estate is a private residence. It’s so
private we’re not even going to give you the address.
So, how do you experience the mind-blowing
collection? Well, you register for their e-newsletter
to find out when you can buy tickets online for their
summer concert series, Halloween gala or Christmas
concerts. Tickets go fast. The “oh, wow!” begins
the moment you enter the property. The estate is a
sensory immersion experience unlike anything you’ve
ever seen or heard. Sanfilippo is known internationally
for its lavish — and completely awe-inspiring —
collection of restored mechanical antiques: from
music boxes and phonographs to European
orchestrions and violin machines, not to mention the
most spectacular European Salon Carousel anyone
has ever seen.

And when world-renowned
organists bring the 8,000-pipe
Wurlitzer theater organ to life,
the rafters rattle.
This place is more than a grand estate and elaborate
concert hall. It’s a home owned by a family whose
warmth and generosity fills every corner. Because
this is a private estate, all tickets must be purchased in
advance online and guests may only arrive on specific
concert or prearranged tour dates. For information,
please contact Visit McHenry County at 815.893.6280.
Sanfilippo Foundation
Place de la Musique
sanfilippofoundation.org

1

2

Bring out your inner
artist at The Dole
The arts come alive at this stately Civil War-era
mansion. Completed in 1865 for grain and ice
merchant Charles Dole, over the years The
Dole’s been a country club owned by a Ringling
heiress, a Franciscan Order, and home to the
First Congregational Church. Now it bridges past,
present, and future as a vibrant arts center that
supports and connects artists and the community.
Inside, two galleries display fine art, there’s a hall
devoted to live performances, and Vestal Culinary
Studio showcases the art of cooking. There are
several studios on the campus, providing creative
space for both visual and performing artists.
Art is an experience at The Dole. Every fourth Friday
the mansion opens for a night of cocktails and
conversation with the artists, complete with food
trucks and late-night concerts in the Listening
Room. Tuesday through Friday, you’re invited to
not only take self-tours of the mansion, but to
also hang out, have a cup of coffee, and use the
free wi-fi. Their annual Lakeside Fest is one of the
biggest events in the county. Over four days, the
center’s twelve acres become a carnival, with live
music, carnival rides, great local food and beer, and
even stilt walkers. This year’s fall gala and fundraiser
is Boots and Bowties, a formal farm to fork dinner
with a recipe book as your program. Winterfest
is always a delight, showcasing their charming
seasonal decorations with carriage rides, hot
chocolate, and carolers. The Dole is a must for any
art lover in McHenry County.

1
David Wickerham
playing the 1927
Wurlitzer at
Sanfilippo’s Place
de la Musique
2
The Listening
Room at The
Dole, Crystal
Lake
3
First Friday
at The Dole,
Crystal Lake

The Dole
401 Country Club Road • Crystal Lake
815.455.8000 • thedole.org

The heart of the
arts in Crystal Lake
The Raue Center for the Arts in Crystal Lake has a history that goes back
to 1929, having gotten its start as movie and vaudeville theatre El Tovar.
The venue was renamed for the benefactor who left a bequest several
years ago that brought the old theatre back to life.
Raue Center for the Arts
26 N. Williams Street • Crystal Lake
815.356.9212 • rauecenter.org
16

3
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A peaceful retreat
ARTS & HISTORY
1
Culinary Classes
at Loyola
University
Retreat and
Ecology Campus,
Woodstock

Hands-on is the best way to learn. That is why
Loyola University Retreat and Ecology Campus
offers a wide variety of cooking classes designed
to be hands on and encourage guest participation.
Hosted inside of the Duchossois Food Systems Lab
and Kitchen, visitors receive the full ‘Farm to Table’
experience. Located just outside of the building is
a four-acre vegetable and perennial garden where
many of the unique organic produce is harvested to
be used throughout the entire campus. One of the
most popular classes is Fresh Pasta Making 101. Learn
to make your own fresh dough, how to roll and cut it
yourself and recipes for delectable sauces to top
and toss. The monthly schedules also include
seasonal specialties, food and wine pairings and farm
to table events. In addition to the exceptional cooking
and dining options, Loyola University Retreat and
Ecology Campus offers a peaceful setting perfect
for overnight retreats, meetings and team building
year-round.
Loyola University Retreat and Ecology Campus
2710 S. Country Club Road • Woodstock
815.338.1032 • LUC.edu/retreatcampus
1

2
McHenry
Outdoor Theater,
McHenry
3
West Harmony
Schoolhouse,
Union
The Inside Look

Scan the code
for more info
about Cider Fest.

3

See history come to life
The McHenry County Historical Society and
Museum, housed in the former 1870 Union School
building, is an interactive step back in time where you
can stand in the 1843 Gannon log cabin, watch a
re-enactment at the 1885 Perkins Town Hall (in June
each year), sit in the desks of the one-room 1895 West
Harmony School or plan your wedding at the 1898
Riley Methodist Church. The first Sunday in October
is Cider Fest, which includes traditional cider making,
blacksmithing, barn-raising, a working telegraph
machine and even a Civil War re-enactment.
The museum is open 1p.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday-Friday (first
weekend in May through first weekend in October),
select Sundays and by appointment.
McHenry County Historical Society and Museum
6422 Main Street, PO Box 434 • Union
815.923.2267 • gothistory.org

Throwback theater
Drive-In theaters were all the rage in the 1950’s. They
offered a casual movie going experience where you
could pull your Thunderbird up, hook the speaker to
your car and enjoy the latest flick. McHenry was right
on trend by adding the Skyline Theater in July of 1951.
In the late 1950’s there were about 4,000 drive-in’s
and today there are only around 400. Fortunately, the
McHenry Outdoor Theater is one of those 400 still in
operation opening each Spring through late Fall. Each
night there are two feature films ranging from the
latest hits to old time classics.

Musing on
how to spend
the day?

2

The museums in McHenry County offer more than
old stuff preserved behind glass. Our museums let
you ride, touch, see, hear and sometimes even taste
the past. From the historic teas at the Colonel Palmer
House in Crystal Lake to the ice cream social and
harvest gathering at the Powers-Walker House in
Glacial Park in Ringwood, our museums let you travel
through the past — no time machine needed.

Get on the right track
Ever felt the rumble of a 1918 steam locomotive? Seen
a shiny and sleek Zephyr roll through the countryside?
Hopped aboard a mid-century streetcar?
Now’s your chance at North America’s largest
operating demonstration railroad — the Illinois
Railway Museum (IRM). Nestled among cornfields on
the western side of the county, this museum is run by
volunteers. They restore the trains. They dispatch the
trains. They even run the trains down the tracks. The
dedicated team has spent decades assembling the
buildings, track, locomotives and cars that make IRM
America’s largest railway museum.
Spend a few hours or an entire weekend seeing the
education, restoration and preservation efforts of this
museum in motion. Different trains run on different
days, so check the website to line up your visit so you
can ride a steam train, an electric streetcar, a diesel
train, a trolley bus…

1

Fun Fact: The railroads used to be America’s
No. 1 employer.

The museum and its trains
have served as the backdrop
for films like “A League of
Their Own,” “The Babe,” and
most recently “Transformers:
Age of Extinction.”

1
Thomas the Tank
Engine™, Railway
Museum, Union
2
Frisco 1630, a
1918 “Decapod”
steam locomotive,
the Illinois Railway
Museum, Union

For the budding young train enthusiasts, the museum
hosts “A Day Out with Thomas” on two weekends
in July. Little fans can ride on cars pulled by Thomas
the Tank Engine™. They can even meet Percy and
Sir Topham Hatt™ — and enjoy a whole day full of
Thomas-themed activities with the “Really Useful
Engine” and his Island of Sodor friends. During
November and December, the museum offers the
Happy Holiday Railway complete with warm treats
and a visit from Santa. Other special events take
place throughout the year.
Visit irm.org for a complete list of
operation hours and special events.

2
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Illinois Railway Museum
7000 Olson Road • Union
815.923.4391 • irm.org
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FAMILY FUN
1

2

Wild West Town
Saddle up, partner, and mosey on down to Onesti’s
Wild West Town and get a taste of western life in the
late 1800s. It’s an all-in-one amusement park and
museum in Union geared towards children ages three
to twelve. Activities include hand carts, panning for
gold, and learning to lasso. Kids can also shoot a gun,
a slingshot, and a bow and arrow. They’ll giddy-up on
the carousel and pony rides and climb all-aboard the
CP Huntington Train Ride. The Wild West Stunt Show
entertains the whole family.
1
Onesti's Wild
West Town,
Union
2
Urban Air
Adventure Park,
Crystal Lake

The museum is chock-full of artifacts from America’s
past. There’s mining equipment, the largest Thomas
Edison invention exhibit in the country, and more
cowboy memorabilia than you can shake a saddle at.
With a doctor’s office, a barbershop, a pawn shop, and
more, the Streets of Yesteryear bring a western town
to life. Law and Order proves that crime truly didn’t
pay with its collection of handcuffs, badges, and death
masks. And, a Union soldier’s diary illustrates what the
Civil War was really like.

1

A car museum worth
the road trip
The Volo Auto Museum is the area’s best indoor
family attraction — perfect for gear-heads, car
collectors, Hollywood fans and kids of all ages. Best
part? Many of the cars in this collection are for sale.
Bring your checkbook (or, at least, your dreams).

Urban Air
Adventure Park

All of that is bound to work up an appetite, but don’t
worry, they’ve got more than beans in a tin can. Be
Bop A Lula's Rockabilly Cafe serves American cuisine
and live Rockabilly and the Ice Cream Parlor is the
place to get hot dogs, pizza, chili, nachos, and more
casual fare. For a sweet end to a frontier day, pick up
some good ol’ fashioned fudge.

If the kids have a wee bit too much energy, you’ll
jump for joy at Urban Air Adventure Park. This indoor
playground is the perfect spot to wear down the
tykes. There are tons of attractions to keep them busy,
and the trampolines aren’t your standard backyard
circles. They’ll fly like Mike in the Slam Dunk Zone,
flip head over heels on the Runway, show off their
sweet gymnast moves in The APEX, and take P.E. to a
whole new level with a game of Ultimate Dodgeball.
There’s also a ropes course, a warrior obstacle course,
climbing walls, and the Sky Rider, an indoor zipline. If
it all looks like too much fun for just the kids, parents
can jump in, too. In addition to regular passes, Urban
Air offers monthly memberships, and they’ll give a
whole new meaning to that bounce house when they
host the next birthday party.

Onesti’s Wild West Town
8512 S. Union Road • Union
815.923.9000 • wildwesttown.com

Urban Air Adventure Park
220 Exchange Drive • Crystal Lake • 815.893.0618
urbanairtrampolinepark.com/crystal-lake-il

Where else can you meet Tow Mater of the “Cars”
movie fame and see a fully restored Duesenberg II
Dual Cowl Phaeton (think “The Great Gatsby”)? Or
walk among the muscle cars of the past and check
out the 1976 Johnny Cash Git-Tar Dragster? How
about the 1964 Ford “Drag-U-La Coffin Dragster” that
Grandpa Munster drove? And, there is no shame in
admitting you’ve always wanted to see the Dukes
of Hazzard’s General Lee and James Bond’s Aston
Martin. We were giddy when we saw them too!

1
Volo Auto
Museum, Volo
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
2

3

Arcade at Volo
Auto Museum,
Volo
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

There are more than 400 collector autos on display
in the 12-building complex, covering nearly two city
blocks, including a special military museum honoring
the men and women who have served our country.
For the younger crowd, there are even Warner
Brothers and Disney exhibits. For lunch, grab a bite
in the diner while you watch a restored vintage
animatronic entertain the crowd. Even if you can’t tell
a carburetor from a spark plug, you’re going to love
this place. The whole family, even persnickety Sally
Ann, will enjoy a day at the Volo Auto Museum. Open
year round, daily, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. One admission
allows you to see everything. Free parking.
Volo Auto Museum
27582 W. Volo Village Road • Volo
815.385.3644 • volocars.com

20

2

3
Luke's X-34
Landspeeder,
Volo Auto
Museum, Volo

Insider Tip: It’s not just cars! Volo Antique
Malls feature 300 dealers carrying everything
from military items to china to primitives to
fossils to vintage professional tools to sports
memorabilia to art deco and jewelry to
— well, you get the idea.
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Crystal
Lake Brewing,
Crystal Lake

Visit the land
of good coffee
At Conscious Cup Coffee Roasters, every bean is
roasted right in their Crystal Lake shop from the
world’s best economically and environmentally
sustainable small-plot and cooperative farms. And
every farmer earns a fair price for his or her beans.
This is a cup of coffee you can feel great about
drinking. In 2017, Conscious Cup’s Uganda Fair
Trade Bukonzo was ranked among the top 30
coffees internationally.
Conscious Cup Coffee Roasters
5005 Northwest Highway • Crystal Lake
815.356.0115 • consciouscup.com

Taste history at
this chocolatier

The MCHENRY
COUNTY WAY
You know you’re in a special place when you
can define it by its distinct culture. When
its tastes, views and sounds are all uniquely
extraordinary. When people want to come
to a place to experience how it is different
from other places they’ve been, so they
can see the world’s possibilities in a slightly
different way. Welcome to a place where the
resources of the land and the vision of our
people combine to make a character of their
very own.

There’s something incredible about candies from
Anderson’s Candy Shop. You’ll know it immediately
when you walk through the door of the Richmond
store and the mouthwatering aroma of Anderson’s
handmade chocolates hits you. Maybe it’s the
century-old tradition of cooking creams and caramels
in a copper kettle over an antique stove right on-site?
Or, perhaps, the magic happens when raw cane
sugar, AA Wisconsin butter, pure Madagascar bourbon
vanilla and whole cream come together in culinary
perfection? Whatever the reason, once you’ve had
Anderson’s, the comforting crinkle you hear when
you open one of Anderson’s iconic candy bar bags
will have your mouth watering before you take your
next bite.

We’re proud of the fine products, art, foods,
drinks and other things made right here in
McHenry County! When you see this seal, it
means you’ve found something first-class,
award-winning and McHenry County Made!
22

The local company, which has been profiled by
Martha Stewart, Men’s Journal and WGN Chicago,
takes an equally scrupulous approach when it comes
to sourcing. Ethereal’s owners have visited and met
with the chocolate farmers with whom they work
and prioritize fair conditions and organic ingredients.
Ethereal: Real chocolate. Real food. Good for all.
140 Cass Street • Woodstock
815.687.0320 • etherealconfections.com

Hand-dipped happiness
Riverside Chocolate Factory in McHenry is the
place where chocolate happiness begins. Inside this
delightfully fun, coned-shaped building, pretzels,
strawberries, apricots, cherries, orange rinds and even
bacon are dipped in generous amounts of chocolate
each day. Trays of homemade old-fashioned English
toffee topped with almonds, turtle fudge cups
drizzled with caramel and gooey marshmallows
coated with chocolate fill the counter, tempting
candy lovers to indulge in an almost endless variety
of treats.
Riverside Chocolate Factory
2102 IL-120 • McHenry
815.344.6040 • riversidechocolatefactory.com

Anderson’s Candy Shop
10301 N. Main Street • Richmond
888.214.7614 • andersonscandyshop.com

1
Riverside
Chocolate
Factory,
McHenry
2
Casting Whimsy,
Woodstock
3
Ethereal
Confections,
Woodstock
The Inside Look

Scan the code
for more info
about Conscious
Cup Coffee
Roasters.
The Inside Look

Organic Loose Leaf Tea

Taking food (and
chocolate) forward
Bean to bar chocolatier, Ethereal Confections, does
things because they are worth doing and because
sanity comes before sounding cool. The company,
co-founded by owners Sara Miller and brother and
sister duo Michael and Mary Ervin, make bean-to-bar
chocolate and confections from scratch ingredients
which are dairy, gluten, and soy-free. Yum! The
Woodstock-based Ethereal Confections has a foodforward café, as well as a speakeasy and events space,
where local ingredients and gluten, dairy and soy free
items are the focus. Because people, like great eats,
aren’t a one-size-fits-all deal.
1

What is McHenry County Made?

2

Tea lovers will find their happy place at this charming
store in Woodstock. Casting Whimsy is the passion
project of husband-and-wife team Paula and Randy
Aitken. Inspired by a food tour in Chicago, the couple
began experimenting with their own mixes, using only
fair trade and organic ingredients. They’ve named their
teas for their love of pop culture, like Liquid Schwartz,
an energizing blend of stinging nettle leaf, oatstraw,
and peppermint, and Dragon’s Breath, a sweet-spicy
blend of cranberries and hibiscus with red chiles and
cayenne. Blending their personalities as well as their
own teas, the decor is as whimsical as the names of
their teas. Think Alice in Wonderland and Knights of
the Realm. They also host “Tea & D” parties, afterhours events inviting people of all experience levels to
play role playing games. Casting Whimsy is a delightful
boutique steeped in pop culture, mythic lore, and
finely crafted teas.

Scan the code
for more info
about Ethereal
Confections.

Casting Whimsy
203 Main Street • Woodstock
815.342.2630 • castingwhimsy.com
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You’ve had ‘farm to fork’
— now try ‘grain to glass’
When you visit Rush Creek Distilling, you’ll probably
drive right by some of the fields where local farmers
grow the corn, wheat and rye that go into the craft
spirits you’re about to enjoy.
1

Taste a local treat
with a twist
1
Julie Ann’s
Frozen Custard,
Crystal Lake
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
The Inside Look

2
Julie Ann’s
Frozen Custard,
Crystal Lake
3
1776 Restaurant,
Crystal Lake
The Inside Look

4

The Inside Look

3

Julie Ann’s Frozen Custard is a family-owned frozen
custard shop and a McHenry County institution. Back
in 1985, John and Mary Zielnicki started creating their
hand-crafted custard recipe that is still used today!
What makes Julie Ann’s so special is the quality of
their ingredients and their custard that is made fresh
several times a day!
The flavors have taken on a creative twist since
grandson Pete and daughter Linda took over the
business. You can now find flavors like the nutty
elephant, peanut butter puppy chow and worms ‘n
dirt on their everyday menu but make sure to check
their flavor of the day for something out of the
ordinary. Their flavors of the day and monthly specials
incorporate ingredients that can be found all over
McHenry County, such as apples from Cody’s Farm
and chocolate from Ethereal Confections. Julie Ann’s
Frozen Custard knows how to make delectable treats
that bring the community together!
Julie Ann’s Frozen Custard
6500 Northwest Highway • Crystal Lake
815.459.9117 • julieanns.com

You can taste the local
Duke’s Alehouse & Kitchen is for all locavores. The
fruits and vegetables come from local and organic
farmers.

Duke's Alehouse
& Kitchen,
Crystal Lake

2

Even the coffee beans are
roasted locally!
This Green Restaurant-Certified place even has a
Who’s Your Farmer? section on its website.

As with any crafted product, decisions made at every
stage of the process affect the characteristics and
quality of the final product. The first two decisions in
distilling involve barrels and grains. The virgin white
oak barrels (burnt on the inside for bourbon and rye)
and large containers full of clean, sorted grain fresh off
the farm, are two of the things that affect the taste of
the contents in the glass you’re about to raise.

Duke’s Alehouse & Kitchen
110 N. Main Street • Crystal Lake
815.356.9980 • thedukeabides.com
24
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1
Rush Creek
Distilling, Harvard

1

2
Spirits from Rush
Creek Distilling,
Harvard

Know your chef,
know your farmer,
know your food
1776 Restaurant is proud to be known for using
locally sourced and organically grown food products.
Owner Rhienna is a Crystal Lake native with a passion
for entertaining and fine dining. Along with Eric
Feldbusch, they have created a menu that includes
dishes such as a trio of wild game medallions,
Maryland Crab Cakes, vegetarian Wellington and a
variety of fine wines, cocktails, beers and spirits.
1776 Restaurant
397 W. Virginia Street (Rt. 14) • Crystal Lake
815.356.1776 • 1776restaurant.com
4

The menu has a healthy portion of down-home
favorites with a foodie twist. Some examples you’ll
want to try: Arrogant Cheese Fries, Sweet Potato
Gnocchi with apples, butternut squash and brussels
sprouts, Duke’s Mac And Cheese (which features
cavatappi pasta tossed with gouda and butterkase
cheese sauce) or Build-A-Burger, with your choice
of grass-fed beef or organic bison on a toasted
pretzel bun with ample toppings. Stop by for yourself
and see their newly renovated restaurant!

Take one of Rush Creek’s popular distillery tours to
appreciate everything that happens between the
farmer harvesting the grain and the bartender pouring
you a glass of whiskey, gin or vodka. The public has
learned to appreciate the distinct qualities locally
produced beer provides, now it is spirits’ turn.

3
Owners of Rush
Creek Distilling:
Todd Stricker, Jay
T. Nolan, Mark
Stricker and Jeff
McCarthy
The Inside Look

Their website, rushcreekdistilling.com, tells the story
of four locals having a few at a tavern talking about
a new venture. Something unexpected and seriously
fun. It would be a distillery dedicated to genuine
craftsmanship and an asset to the community.
Their motto is, "make it right or don’t make it at all."
These four guys are Mark Stricker, Jay Nolan, Jeff
McCarthy and Todd Stricker.
Jeff is known as, “the experimenter.” He’s the one
responsible for the science behind the spirits at Rush
Creek Distilling. The science of making the perfect
whiskey starts by mixing grains with water and then
cooking this mixture for six to seven hours. Then they
add yeast to the sugary liquid results, and the mixture
goes into a fermentation tank for five to seven days.
At this stage, the mixture is essentially beer. How its
refined into liquor is what gives each recipe its
distinct personality.
Vodka is highly refined through several more steps
than whiskey. For example, because whiskey should
keep more of the flavor of the grain. Vodka is distilled
to a minimum of 190 proof. Great care is taken to filter

and polish each small batch to achieve a very smooth
vodka with an excellent mouth feel and clean nose.
Like any good cook in the kitchen, they taste their
products as they go, to make sure their products have
the desired flavor profile. When Jeff is satisfied with
his batch, it is handed off to be hand-bottled before
distribution. Rush Creek Distilling currently distributes
in Illinois and Wisconsin so you can keep enjoying
their spirits long after your visit.
After taking part in a tour, enjoy a variety of live music,
food trucks and other fun events that are happening
each weekend. Details on these events can be found
on their website and Facebook page. Rush Creek
Distilling is open to the public Thursdays through
Sundays or by appointment.
Rush Creek Distilling
1501 W. Diggins Street • Harvard
815.943.7874 • rushcreekdistilling.com
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Form and function

1

Cheer for the
weary traveler
1
Crystal Lake
Brewing,
Crystal Lake
The Inside Look

2
Scorched
Earth Brewing
Company,
Algonquin
The Inside Look

3
Respace Design,
Harvard
4
Silver Prairie
Natural Soap
Company,
Woodstock
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

Crystal Lake Brewing says they make beer that is easy
to drink and hard to put down, and describe their
brew as “approachable, yet distinctive craft beer.” We’ll
drink to that! With as many as 12 different offerings on
tap, you will find something you’ll love.

It’s a BYOF (Bring Your Own
Food) place, and you’re
encouraged to bring your own
or have a pizza or other food
delivered right to your table.

Respace Design
606 West Blackman Street • Harvard
815.276.9823 • respaceinc.com
3

Enjoy a unique
cultural experience

Feeling sassy? Meet Ruthie Sudsalot. This costumed
character is the alter-ego of Valerie Deegan-Johnson,
proprietor and top potty mouth of Jackass Charm
Soaps. Valerie’s used her background in clinical
massage and aromatherapy to create a line of allnatural soaps infused with essential oils and made with
ingredients like bark and roots. While her soaps are
clean, her labels are dirty, combining her holistic bent
with a bawdy sense of humor. Her tiny, 225-square
foot corner store off of Woodstock Square,
nicknamed The Wedgie, is filled with innuendo. Every
space is full, and it’s a crazy collection of unique items
from local producers, including Valerie’s own. Jackass
Charm Soaps is a let-your-hair down kind of place
with raunchy music from the 1940s and throw pillows
that’ll make you blush. It’s all in good, clean fun, and is
a perfect place to shop for anyone who wants a laugh
or a snicker or two.

Tucked into an unassuming building on an
unassuming street in Woodstock is possibly the
most unique cultural experience you’ll find in
the Midwest. Potts & Pans, Chicagoland’s largest
steelpan organization, along with their not-for-profit
organization, Culture, Arts & Music, provides steelpan
entertainment and education.

Jackass Charm Store
228 N. Benton Street • Woodstock
815.600.2007 • jackasscharmsoap.com
1

We know what you’re thinking: calypso tunes
and umbrella drinks. Imagine, instead, classical
symphonies and concertos echoing from handcrafted
instruments. Experience their 1st Sunday Drum Circles
and 2nd Sunday Concerts at Culture, Arts & Music.
Or, attend the Great Lakes Steelpan Festival in April.
Check the website for other festivals and events and
to purchase tickets for the Steelpan Festival.
Potts & Pans Steelband
Culture, Arts & Music
1039 Wanda Lane • Woodstock
815.575.8587 • pottsandpans.com
cultureartsmusic.org
2

1
Jackass Charm
Corner Store,
Woodstock
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
The Inside Look

2
Christina
Guerrero,
Matt Potts and
Anthony Jay
Houston of Potts
& Pans Steelband
and Culture
Arts & Music,
Woodstock
The Inside Look

Crystal Lake Brewing
150 N. Main Street • Crystal Lake
779.220.9288 • crystallakebrew.com

Raise a
first-class glass

3

Family owned since 2014, Scorched Earth Brewing
Co. prides itself on sourcing local ingredients and
using old world brewing techniques to brew award
winning beer. Their spacious tap room is a hidden
gem in Algonquin and boasts 24 taps to choose from,
along with a fun, laid back vibe that is family friendly.
Although food is not served on-site, patrons can bring
in their own food, have it delivered or enjoy food
trucks that stop by regularly. Tours are offered on the
first Saturday of every month at 11:00, as well as Yoga
on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays. Check their website for
more information about upcoming events, new beers
and more!

2

Blue Eagle
Pottery,
Woodstock
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

Luxury lotions and
soaps worth the trip
Silver Prairie Natural Soap Company offers natural
soaps, along with quality oils and butters, handmade
one at a time in individual molds using fresh goat milk
from their own herd of Swiss dairy goat. They also
make luxurious lotions, body butters, scrubs, bath
bombs and other soaps worth the trip. You will find
natural hair and skin care products — all made with
pride and love.
Silver Prairie Natural Soap Company
124 Cass Street • Woodstock
815.403.6931 • silverprairiesoap.com

Scorched Earth Brewing Company
203 Berg Street • Algonquin
224.209.8472 • scorchedearthbrewing.com
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With a leap of faith, Johnathan Sara quit his job and
began building and selling custom furniture at a local
market. Taking on jobs others turned down because
of complexity, Johnathan was able to overcome
engineering blockages and create functional artistry
in the process. What began as a hobby in Johnathan’s
garage is now Respace Design out of The Starline
Factory in Harvard, IL. One of the largest projects to
date was the design of a majority of the furnishings
inside of Rush Creek Distilling. This fellow maker and
Harvard business, commissioned and collaborated
with Respace Design because of their love of his
creations.

Clean your body whilst
soiling your mind

4

The Inside Look

Art you can use

3

It all started with a friendly challenge in Robert Blue’s
freshman year. His college roommate bet he could
make better pottery than Blue could. “I touched
clay, and it was all over.” He loves to “doodle threedimensionally in the air” with earth. He and his wife,
Susan Blue Galloway, produce beautiful and practical
pottery in their Blue Eagle Pottery studio just outside
Woodstock. Some pieces at Blue Eagle Pottery are
designed for home decor, but others are functional
pieces, useful in the kitchen or on the table. This is art
that is meant to be used. Blue says: “I always believed
that the artistry within my pottery is the act of using
the piece once it’s finished.”
Blue Eagle Pottery
16105 Garden Valley Road • Woodstock
815.923.2529 • blueeaglepottery.com
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THE TASTE OF
MCHENRY County

Good times on tap

A taste of Italia

If you’re a craft brew connoisseur, you’ve come to
the right place. McHenry County has a thriving craft
brewing culture and you can experience the best of it.
The variety of local beers and now spirits make having
a drink in McHenry County an experience you don’t
want to miss.

No matter what brought you to McHenry County, outdoor
recreation, a cultural experience, shopping or something
else, at some point you’re going to need to stop for
refreshment. And because this is McHenry County, your
meal is sure to be one of the highlights of your visit.
Whether you choose coffee and dessert, a sandwich and a
local beer or an all-out gourmet dinner and drinks, you’ll
walk away looking forward to your next tasty trip here.
Be sure to also check our Makers section on page 22 for
information about local coffee, beer, spirits, chocolate
and more!

• Scorched Earth Brewing Company in Algonquin is
highlighted in the Makers section, page 26.

Da Baffone Cucina Italiana, in downtown Crystal
Lake, is a culinary gem and everything you want
a family-owned Italian restaurant to be. From the
moment you enter, the bustling restaurant feels like
you’ve come home. Sample old-world recipes made
with fresh ingredients while you sip wines from around
the world. It’s the best of Italia without renewing your
passport. Reservations recommended.

• Crystal Lake Brewing in Crystal Lake is highlighted
in the Makers section, page 26.

Other places to sample a sudsy mug of
McHenry-brewed tastiness:
• Cary Ale House & Brewing Company in Cary.

da Baffone Cucina Italiana
111 North Main Street • Crystal Lake
815.893.6149 • dabaffonecucinaitaliana.com
3

• ShadowView Brewing in Woodstock.
• Sew Hop'd Brewery and Taproom in Huntley.
• Village Vintner Winery & Brewery in Algonquin.
• McHenry Brewing Company in McHenry.
• Holzlager Brewing in Woodstock.
• More Brewing in Huntley.
• Spirit Water in Cary.

Interested in “grain to glass” local spirits?
• Rush Creek Distilling Company in Harvard is
highlighted in the Makers section, page 25.

4
1

1

Richmond
BratHaus,
Richmond
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
2
Sew Hop'd
Brewery and
Taproom,
Huntley

Familiar favorites
with a twist
2
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Jumbo Slacker
Wings from
Cullom Knoll,
McCullom Lake
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

Taste farm-to-plate freshness at BOLD American
Fare, all served in a new way. BOLD serves American
fare but in a way you probably haven’t seen before.
Good luck choosing from a menu with appetizer
options like lobster pop tart or southern fried alligator
tail with horseradish aioli. How about an entrée of
bacon wrapped wagyu meat loaf with garlic mashed
potatoes, sautéed broccolini and onion straws? Or
adult spaghetti-os pasta in a sweet and tangy tomato
sauce with wagyu beef meatballs? Several entrées
come with tots, but don’t expect them to look like the
kind you had in school. BOLD will surprise you.

3
da Buffone
Cucina Italiana,
Crystal Lake
4
BOLD American
Fare, Algonquin

BOLD American Fare
8 S. Main Street • Algonquin
847.658.5600 • boldamericanfare.com
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EAT & DRINK

1

2

An eclectic tradition

Unique German specialties

Hungry? Then set sail for delicious dining on the Fox
River. Port Edward has been a destination restaurant
for 56 years, serving up tasty cuisine in a nautical
setting complete with indoor koi pond and windmill.
The menu is a seafood lover’s delight, featuring items
like their signature Shrimp Dejonghe and Lobster
Bisque, both cold and warm water lobster tails, and
a New England Lobster Roll. Landlubbers can dig
into The Port Burger, a Porterhouse Pork Chop, or
a hearty 24 ounce bone-in ribeye. With weekend
buffets, guests don’t have to choose: Friday nights are
for seafood, Saturdays are Prime Surf and Turf, and
Sunday brunch comes with unlimited champagne.
Fridays and Saturdays also mean live music, adding
a lively soundtrack to your dinner. Port Edward is a
unique destination that will make it even more special.

When you’re craving brats, burgers, and bier, there
is no place better than Richmond BratHaus, a
family-owned tavern that specializes in all three. The
brats are made especially for them, with fun twists
like Currywurst and Mexwurst, as well as the more
traditional Bavarianwurst, and they’re all served on
pretzel rolls. Wash it all down with one of the twenty
biers on tap or their impressive whiskey selection.
Don’t miss the cherry chipotle BBQ sauce or the
cheese curds, and bring friends for the Colossal
Bavarian Pretzel.

Eat & Drink
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Cary
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Richmond
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3
Brunch Cafe,
Fox River Grove

Port Edward Restaurant
20 W. Algonquin Road • Algonquin
847.658.5441 • portedward.com

3

Indulge yourself
Looking for a great place to enjoy a meal with friends
and family in a lovely atmosphere? Then Café 31
North is the place for you! Enjoy breakfast and lunch
with a delicious twist. Come enjoy their quinoa eggs
benedict or signature French toast. If you’re hungry for
lunch, try their avocado chicken salad.
Café 31 North
217 Front Street • McHenry
815.679.6630 • cafe31north.com

Old world Italian,
close to home
If the idea of a home-cooked Italian dinner is enticing,
then make reservations at 750 Cucina Rustica in
downtown Cary. Owned by the LoBue family, the
menu is based on recipes from their roots in Sicily
and the Adriatic Coast. Expect authentic arancini and
pizzas baked in their 750-degree oven. Their pastas
are a must and both fresh and bronze-cut imported
from Italy are on the menu. The decor is intimate and
rustic; diners feel like they’re in the LoBue’s home,
because they are.

30

Richmond BratHaus
10310 Main Street • Richmond
815.862.1762 • richmondbrathaus.com

750 Cucina Rustica
7 Jandus Road • Cary
847.829.4933 • 750cucinarustica.com

Get Your
Brunch On
Eggs benedict: check. Belgian waffles:
check. Buttermilk pancakes: check.
Brunch Cafe has all the basics down, but
they also offer a surprising array of dishes
that put a culinary spin on the standards.
There’s an entire section for crepes, and their
omelets include one that’s wrapped in
shredded potatoes. Carrot, Blueberry Bliss,
and Black & White pancakes turn dessert
into breakfast. That same creativity is put
into their lunch selections. One visit and
it’s easy to see why they’ve added multiple
locations since opening their first in 2008.

1

3

Welcome to
the sweet side
McHenry County offers the sugar addict many
temptations. The Sugar House offers coffee and
ice cream conveniently located right off of Route
12 and the Prairie Trail. Stop by for hand-crafted
coffee drinks, fresh pastries and other sweet favorites!
Konrad’s Bakery has a variety of sweets that are
almost too beautiful to eat — Instagram/Facebook/
Pinterest-worthy treats! At Mellie’s Chocolates,
you’ll find the candies of your childhood along with
amazing chocolate items for any occasion. Manny’s
Handcrafted Gelato and Café wants to teach you
what gelato is all about and always has at least 22
flavors to choose from. And Kiera Confections
advises you to “Celebrate Life With Cupcakes!”

The best cinnamon
rolls around
Tucked just off of the historic Woodstock Square is a
little slice of heaven called The Sugar Circle. Owner,
Lauren, specializes in just about any custom cake you
can imagine. While you’re shopping on the square
and your sweet tooth calls, stop by for a cinnamon
roll, cake pop, cookie, cupcake or any of their many
scrumptious treats.
The Sugar Circle
110 N. Benton Street • Woodstock
815.337.3333 • thesugarcircle.com

Sweets for
special occasions
Kiera Confections Cupcake Bakery offers
no less than 14 varieties of cupcakes
every day, but there are plenty of other
little treats to tempt you, too, like cookies,
dessert bars, chocolate-dipped delights —
even ice cream! Think Kiera Confections
when you have a special occasion, too,
including weddings.

Brunch Cafe
12270 Princeton Drive • Huntley
815.669.8437 • brunchcafe.com

Kiera Confections Cupcake Bakery
1114 N. Green Street • McHenry
815.690.1802 • kieraconfections.com

935 IL-22 • Fox River Grove
847.516.0409 • brunchcafe.com
414 State Route 31 • McHenry
815.344.4055 • brunchcafe.com

2

The sweet side of Italy
Gelato coffee and espresso are taken seriously at
Manny’s Handcrafted Gelato and Café. It’s part
of the family’s deep Italian roots to bring you the
authentic taste of one of Italy’s favorites. Whether you
want a light lunch or an indulgence, you won’t be
disappointed. Can’t decide? That’s OK, Manny’s will let
you sample every flavor!
Manny’s Handcrafted Gelato and Café
11808 Main Street • Huntley
224.858.7737 • mannysgelatoandcafe.com

Chocolate excellence
Morkes Chocolates is no corner candy shop; they’re
bona fide chocolatiers and doughnut makers. They
prepare all their chocolate delights from scratch,
right down to the crème fillings. Morkes also offers a
unique experience for guests with parties and classes.
Morkes Chocolates
11801 Main Street • Huntley
847.458.8585 • morkeshuntley.com

A taste of nostalgia
A Hebron summer tradition since the 1960s,
The Dari is a classic corner hamburger and ice
cream stand. The menu is simple: Vienna Beef hot
dogs, good quality hamburgers, breaded and fried
everything, and excellent ice cream. If you’re headed
through Hebron on Route 47, the Dari is a must stop.
Just remember they are only open seasonally from
March through October and bring cash, no plastic is
accepted here.

1
The Sugar Circle,
Woodstock
2
Kiera
Confections
Cupcake Bakery,
McHenry
3
Morkes
Chocolates,
Huntley

The Dari Company
10011 Main Street • Hebron
815.648.2204

LOOKING FOR MORE to satisfy your sweet tooth?
• Anderson’s Candy Shop in Richmond is highlighted
in the Makers section, page 23.
• Casting Whimsy in Woodstock is highlighted
in the Makers section, page 23.
• Ethereal Confections in Woodstock is highlighted in
the Makers section, page 23.
• Julie Ann’s Frozen Custard in Crystal Lake is
highlighted in the Makers section, page 24.
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SHOP

Beyond the
big boxes

Here are some more ideas to start you on your epic
shopping adventure:

CALLING ALL Boutiquers
Are you a boutiquer? Haven’t heard of the term
before? Maybe because we just made it up. We had
to because McHenry County is the home to so many
amazing boutiques. When you’re shopping in a new
place, we know you don’t usually want to hit a chain
you have already visited near your home — you want
to see something entirely new. Here are a few of the
many good ones you won’t want to miss:

We’re more than strip malls and big boxes in McHenry
County. Our communities are filled with interesting,
intriguing and sometimes even ingenious shops to fit
your shopping personality. What kind of shopper are
you? Here are a few of our favorites:

• Marvin’s Toy Store sells high-quality, environmentally
friendly toys in downtown Crystal Lake. Visit
marvinstoystore.com.

Fall in love with
Downtown Crystal Lake
1
Blue Eagle
Pottery,
Woodstock
2
Ladies Night
Out, Downtown
Crystal Lake
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
3
Johnny
Appleseed
Festival,
Downtown
Crystal Lake
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
The Inside Look

Scan the code for
more info about
McHenry County
shopping.

You’ll find much to fall in love with when you shop
and dine in Crystal Lake’s historic downtown
district. Bring your family to one of the downtown’s
diverse special events, including the signature
Johnny Appleseed Festival held each September.
Plan a day of shopping with your friends, an evening
of entertainment with your favorite someone or a
morning stroll along the street with your kids.

1

2

• Finery & Finishes in Richmond is where you go
when you want to buy a treat for someone special
— including yourself. Visit fineryandfinishes.com.

Make your menu here

For a complete list of special events, attractions,
unique shops and restaurants, visit downtowncl.org
or call the Downtown Crystal Lake/Main Street office
at 815.479.0835.
Visit DowntownCL.org for more info.

When older is better
We know why you love to go antiquing: It’s an
adventure! When you step into an antique shop
you’ve never visited before, you’re full of anticipation.
Your eye lands first on the larger pieces of furniture,
and then you spy the beautiful old rings in a jewelry
case. From there, you notice china that could have
come from your great-great-grandmother’s Sunday
table, and then you see a collection of old crystal
candlesticks and you wonder how those might look
together on your table. Or not your current table —
maybe that gorgeous old walnut table over there?
That would look amazing, right? And you’re off!

Maybe you’ll walk out with
an entirely new (old) look for
your dining room? Or maybe
you’ll end up choosing a small
figurine and call it a day? Either
way, you’ve enjoyed the hunt.

• The Backdrop in Woodstock is a whimsical
wonderland where you’ll find unique things you
cannot pass by.

1
The Olive Tap,
Crystal Lake
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
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We have a feeling that several meals into your visit
to McHenry County, you’re going to feel the urge to
create some masterpiece meals of your own at home.
Thankfully, we have some very special foodie-friendly
shops that will help you out with that.

• Orchard Prime Meats and Wine Shoppe, located
just off of Route 14 in Cary, is a full-service butcher
shop specializing in custom-cut prime, dry-aged
beef, old fashioned smoked hams and homemade
sausages. Visit tapascalpeofcary.com

• Blessed Little Kitchen, located in Huntley, owner
Mary Holzkopf has been creating her own recipes
and baking for almost 20 years. Baking is her
true passion and she prides herself on producing
the absolute highest quality products. Visit
blessedlittlekitchen.com.

• Konrad’s Bakery, located in Lake in the Hills, is a
family-owned bakery. Their talent and passion shines
through for every special occasion. Whether it’s a
birthday, anniversary, baby shower or wedding
— they will make your day a little sweeter.

HANDCRAFTED AND AUTHENTIC

• The Olive Tap, located in downtown Crystal Lake,
offers a wide selection of olive oils and balsamic
vinegars. Visit theolivetap.com/crystal-lake-illinois.
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Konrad’s Bakery,
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3
Where Did U
Get That,
Crystal Lake
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• Silver Prairie Natural Soap Company in Woodstock
is featured in the Makers section on page 26.
• Blue Eagle Pottery in Woodstock is featured in the
Makers section on page 27.

• Kitchen Outfitters, located in downtown
Crystal Lake, is the place to find the soufflé pan of
your dreams or that purple spatula you’ve always
wanted. Visit kitchenoutfitterscrystallake.com.
1

3

3

McHenry County has a variety of antique shops,
each having a tendency to favor one type of antique
or another — furniture, collectibles, jewelry, vintage
clothing, odds and ends — and an unimaginable
variety of other items. A day of happy browsing is
guaranteed. Whatever special you love to look for,
you’ll love looking for it in McHenry County.
32
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Plan the event
of your dreams!
WEDDINGS
1

1
The Sugar Circle,
Woodstock
2
Shores of
Turtle Creek,
Spring Grove
3
Smith’s Central
Garage, McHenry

a perfect
place
for your
perfect day

Whether you’re planning the wedding of your
dreams or scheduling a corporate team-building
weekend, McHenry County is the place to host your
special events.

Plan your event in McHenry County:
• Flowers – Apple Creek Flowers, Woodstock,
815.338.2255, applecreekflowers.com
• Cakes – The Sugar Circle, Woodstock,
815.337.3333, sugarcircle.com

more Ceremony and reception venues:
Orchard wedding:
• All Seasons Orchard — see page 7 for
more information.
Unique and rustic wedding:
• Starline Factory, Harvard, starlinefactory.com
• Ethereal Confections, etherealconfections.com
Indoor/outdoor wedding:
• Hickory Hall, Crystal Lake, hickoryhall.net
Traditional, elegant wedding:
• Avante Banquets, Fox River Grove,
avantebanquets.com
• Holiday Inn, Crystal Lake –
see page 54 for more information.
Barn wedding:
• Bluestem Farm & Events, Hebron,
bluestemfarmandevents.com
• Concorde Center, Woodstock,
concorde-centre.com
• Lincoln Farmstead, Huntley,
lincolnfarmstead.com
34

2

Natural splendor
and comfortable
accommodations
The Shores of Turtle Creek has captured all the
elegance of the spacious outdoors in an urban chic
building. Enjoy the charmingly crafted oasis that
melds natural splendor and remarkable service to
create the wedding of your dreams. The lush grounds
abound with hundreds of large, mature trees, gardens
of wildflowers, 17 romantic ponds and, of course,
Turtle Creek.
The Shores of Turtle Creek
7908 Winn Road • Spring Grove
815.675.0001 • shoresofturtlecreek.com

Celebrate your way
Smith’s Central Wedding & Events offers a chic, urban
loft feel in charming downtown McHenry, suitable
for all of life’s celebrations including weddings,
corporate events, special occasions and fundraisers.
Like a blank canvas, this space allows your unique
vision to transform the space into a place that delivers
a captivating experience that will leave your guests
speechless. Let this blank canvas spark your creativity!
Smith’s Central Garage
3315 Pearl St. • McHenry
815.900.2220 • smithscentral.com
3

Mixin Mingle’s Woodstock and McHenry venues are
not your typical event and wedding spaces. Instead
of a couple of cookie-cutter boxes with loads of
restrictions, they invite hosts to think outside the
boring. Whether it’s a murder mystery, a workshop,
or a baby shower, Mixin Mingle provides the canvas
for any event you can imagine. There’s room for
150 seated in McHenry and 100 in Woodstock,
providing ample room for intimate weddings, and
unlike traditional event venues, there’s no required
caterer. That means the soon-to-be-hitched can bring
in whatever food and drink they want. That same
flexibility works for decorations, too. In fact, Mixin
Mingle delights in the creative use of their spaces
and wants hosts to design the event of their dreams.
Things you won’t have to worry about, because
they’re included in the price, include a complete
audio/visual system, coat rack, speaker podium,
sidewalk sign, and tables and chairs.
In addition to private events, local instructors
offer classes in dance, fitness, and nutrition. With
its location right on the square, the Woodstock
venue is the perfect spot for pop-up shops like their
HoneyCraft Market, Sail into Summer, and Mixin
Mingle Market. The McHenry location’s proximity
to the riverwalk and its gazebo means it’s ideal for
charming photo opps. If you’re looking to host your
own event, participate as a vendor at a market, or
shop from local producers, Mixin Mingle has you
covered.
Mixin Mingle
124 Cass Street • Woodstock
815.308.5170 • mixinmingle.com
1118 N Green Street • McHenry
815.308.5170 • mixinmingle.com

Committed
to excellence

1

Plan a fairy-tale
garden wedding
Imagine your ideal garden wedding: You’re strolling
along a luminary-lit cobblestone path. The sounds of
waterfalls provide a soothing cadence as Pachelbel’s
Canon in D ushers you toward the love of your life.
The vows. The kiss. The bond. Then, toast your new
life and dance the night away at a reception for up to
225 guests. The Gardens of Woodstock will help you
create your special “I do” moment.
Already married to your forever love? Then, stop
in for an afternoon stroll or visit their garden shop
and nursery for ideas to create a backyard paradise.
Located on the southwest corner of Routes 47 and
176 in Lakewood.

1
Mixin Mingle,
Woodstock
2
Gardens of
Woodstock,
Lakewood
Photo by Eric
Gee Photography

Gardens of Woodstock
5211 Swanson Road • Lakewood
815.337.2509 • gardensofwoodstock.com
2

Whether you’re hosting an intimate gathering, grand
wedding, company picnic or any other event,
31 North Banquets and Catering has what it takes
to make your event a success. Their exceptional
service, relentless attention to detail and unwavering
commitment to excellence makes them the preferred
choice for your flawlessly planned event, complete
with style and elegance. Their banquet facility is newly
renovated and sure to impress your guests. If you are
planning an event at your home or other venue they
can provide the same friendly service and delicious
food — making your special event one to remember.
31 North Banquets and Catering
217 Front Street • McHenry
815.344.0330 • 31northbanquets.com
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Woodstock

This is a community that always has interesting
and unique events.

Rich with Victorian architecture, a historic town square
that seems frozen in time and a world-renowned
Opera House, Woodstock has an independent streak
brimming with creativity and entrepreneurship. Here,
you’ll find real people, real food, real festivals and
real opportunity.

The Lighting of the Square Event, which takes place
each year on the Friday after Thanksgiving, has been
greatly expanded to a four-hour event. When the
switch is flipped, the square is transformed into a
twinkling land of holiday magic. It includes children’s
activities, carolers, food and shopping. Don’t miss
pictures with Santa at Santa’s Hut in the Park.

COMMUNITIES

Real charm

The entire town is graced with
gorgeous Victorian architecture
including bed and breakfasts
where you can get a taste of the
good life of yesteryear.

2

3

The Woodstock Farmers Market, the county’s largest
farmers market, is open on Tuesdays and Saturdays
from May through October on the square and features
farmers from throughout McHenry County and
surrounding areas selling items such as vegetables,
fruits, meat, cheeses, breads, eggs and more.

1

2

1
Woodstock Mural
Photo by
Paolo Cascio
Photography

2
Bike MC,
Downtown
Woodstock
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

3
Ethereal
Confections

Nostalgia mixes with modern flair around the
square where visitors can find a variety of interesting
shops, including the independent bookstore, Read
Between the Lynes and full-service salon D&A Salon
Apothecary.
Woodstock is known for its features on film and on
stage, and they are now beautifully depicted just off
of Main Street in a 118-foot mural. After three months
of painting, Woodstock is now home to the faces of
Chester Gould, Dick Tracy, Orson Wells, Bill Murray
and many more. This once blank wall now highlights
the arts and entertainment that Woodstock is
famous for.
Fun Fact: Don’t miss the 600-pound wooden carving
of a groundhog paying homage to the cult classic
Groundhog Day movie.

4
Darrin Flynn and
Alberto Perez,
owners, D&A
Salon Apothecary

Insider Tip: Woodstock is accessible by Metra
via the Union Pacific Northwest line.

1

Woodstock’s pride and joy, the 1889 Woodstock
Opera House, stands with majestic grace on the
southwest side of the square. Home to the Town
Square Players and the Woodstock Musical Theater
Company, the opera house stage is where many
famous actors such as Orson Welles, Paul Newman,
Tom Bosley and Geraldine Page got their first tastes
of acting.

4

Woodstock
Pride Fest
Photo by Mowgli
Studios

2
Woodstock
Farmers Market
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

In 1993, the Harold Ramis movie “Groundhog Day”
was filmed in and around Woodstock. Every year
since, on February 2 at 7:07 a.m., Woodstock Willie
emerges from his tree stump in the center of the
square and makes his prognostication for the coming
spring at Woodstock Groundhog Days. The festival
continues today, attracting visitors from around the
world to celebrate this quirky holiday. Self-guided
walking tours of film sites are also available.

3
Woodstock
Opera House

Music fills the air most nights in Woodstock. Live
music can be found at Stage Left Café, Emerson &
Oliver Speakeasy and many of the other bars and
restaurants throughout the downtown district. On
Sunday, July 19th the 35th annual Woodstock Folk
Festival will offer performances throughout the day
right on the picturesque Woodstock Square.
City of Woodstock
815.338.4300 • woodstockil.gov

1
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Woodstock Chamber of Commerce
815.338.2436 • woodstockilchamber.com
Real Woodstock
realwoodstock.com

3
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McHenry

Everything is waiting for you in
Downtown McHenry!

COMMUNITIES

Riverside dining, anyone?

Some towns have all the luck — a riverside location
and three downtowns. Yes, three! Most towns are
lucky to have one vibrant downtown area. You’ll want
to get to know the distinct differences offered by the
Riverside, West McHenry and Green Street areas.
These downtowns are where you’ll find antique shops,
clothing boutiques, artisans and some of the best
cupcakes in the county.
McHenry recently revitalized the Riverwalk, creating
landscaped pathways and a pedestrian bridge near the
downtown shopping areas. Today, visitors can stroll
along the path that runs from Boone Creek Bridge to
Weber’s Park. If guests fancy something a little longer,
they can try hiking or biking along the wetlands and
lakes of the 2,200-acre Moraine Hills State Park
located just east of town. In the warmer months,
McHenry offers a whole new realm of possibilities.

1

Downtown McHenry’s unique shops, specialty
services and restaurants are waiting for you… so make
sure to incorporate a visit into your McHenry County
adventures. If you can visit during one of their special
events, even better! There is always something going
on in Downtown McHenry.

McHenry Shamrocks the fox
This St. Patrick’s Day weekend event incorporates the
annual Shamrock Shuffle 5k and beloved St. Patrick’s
Day Parade with new traditions that will continue
for years to come. Don’t miss the beautiful, emerald
green dyeing of the Fox River and two days of music
and celebrations on the banks of the Fox at Miller
Point. Come to the place where both the river and the
beer flow in Irish green.
2

3

Farmers Markets
Outdoor markets featuring fresh produce, handcrafted
goods, food and entertainment in Veteran's Memorial
Park on Pearl Street. Thursdays May 14-September 24,
4:30 p.m.-8 p.m. (no market July 4th)

Taste of summer
Food, friends and fun! Come with family and friends
to visit and TASTE from participating downtown food
and beverage establishments! Try everything from
pizza, sliders and sandwiches to breakfast, beers and
cupcakes. Something for everyone! Saturday, June 13,
2020, 1 p.m.-4:30 p.m.

Sidewalk sales
What’s more fun than shopping? Shopping Downtown
McHenry’s sidewalk sales! The quest for bargains and
bounty runs 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Mid July, 2020.

1
Fiesta Days in
Petersen Park
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
2
DC Cobbs,
McHenry
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
3
Riverside
Chocolate
Factory
4
McHenry
Outdoor Theater
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
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Fiesta Days

Catch a flick at the McHenry Outdoor Theater.
This town favorite takes visitors back to the days of
drive-in movies and double features, showing all the
latest releases and the best big screen classics.
Riverside Chocolate Factory, located just half a mile
from the McHenry Outdoor Theater, is a great place
to find handmade chocolates, strawberries freshly
dipped in chocolate or an ice cream cone.
After being closed for almost four years the McHenry
Downtown Indoor Theater has gotten a facelift,
thanks to the help of over 20 community investors
and Mayor Wayne Jett. This endeavor continued
McHenry’s Downtown revitalization. Enjoy many of
the latest flicks on three screens with seating for up to
300 people.
After seeing your favorite movie, swing by the brandnew DC Cobb’s of McHenry. With the success of their
Woodstock location, owners Josh and Dan knew that
McHenry would be the perfect location for a second
restaurant. Don’t worry — all of their famous burgers
are still on the menu, but don’t miss The McHenry
Burger including fresh mozzarella, boursin cheese,
roasted red peppers and balsamic reduction. Belly up
to the outside bar that joins the patio to the inside bar.

4

Fiesta Days, celebrating its 72nd year, is McHenry’s
premier summer event, featuring 10 days of music,
food, games, crafts, sidewalk sales and one of the
best community parades around. What began as
Marine Day in 1948, with boat races and water skiing
on the Fox River, has grown through the years to
become one of the region’s finest festivals. From its
humble beginnings when residents decorated their
yards and invited out-of-town friends for a pancake
breakfast, parade and square dance, Fiesta Days has
blossomed into a mid-summer spectacular where
bands like Tesla, Queensryche, Loverboy and Night
Ranger have entertained thousands through the years.
Though Fiesta Days has gotten bigger and better over
the last 71 years, it still remains true to its hometown
roots, offering great food, fabulous music and lots
of family-friendly fun.

1

Flavors of Fall Taste Fest
Enjoy the Flavors of Fall in October with family and
friends! Visit and TASTE from participating downtown
food and beverage establishments, plus vote for
your favorite scarecrow! Specials and discounts are
featured at downtown shops. We look forward to
seeing you all there!

happy holly days in downtown mchenry
Kick off the holiday season with Downtown McHenry’s
annual Happy Holly Days. On Saturday, enjoy the
Holiday Magic Market in Veterans Park, which features
local food and craft vendors who bring the joy of the
season in the form of unique gifts for your friends and
family. At 6 p.m., the magic of Christmas comes to
light with the annual lighting of the Christmas tree. On
Sunday, the streets of Downtown McHenry awaken
with the annual Christmas Walk. Sample and play the
afternoon away with specials in most stores, character
appearances, games and treats. Free trolley rides are
available throughout the day, and the big man makes
his appearance as well at the Santa House. Last, but
certainly not least, don’t miss the annual Toys for Tots
parade at 2 p.m.

1
Fiesta Days
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
2
McHenry
Riverwalk
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

City of McHenry
815.363.2100 • ci.mchenry.il.us

McHenry Area Chamber of Commerce
815.385.4300 • mchenrychamber.com

McHenry Area Downtown Business Association
mchenryevents.com

2

All dates subject to change due to COVID-19
pandemic. Check visitmchenrycounty.com/Events
for the most up-to-date info.
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COMMUNITIES

Wake up the family bright and early because you’re
going to want to spend the entire day at Three Oaks
Recreation Area. Pack your swimsuits, beach towels
and a few snacks and don’t forget to make a stop at
Around the Clock for a hearty breakfast to start the
day out right. This is where the locals go for a giant
stack of pancakes, a three-egg omelet or a deliciously
sweet pecan roll.
2

Just down Route 14, Three Oaks Recreation Area
offers hiking paths surrounding the pristine waters
of a long-abandoned rock quarry, swimming on the
beach, or rental of rowboats, canoes, kayaks and
paddle boards to further explore the area. Three Oaks
also offers catch-and-release fishing with a valid Illinois
Fishing License.

3

1
The Quarry
Cable Park
2

1

Crystal Lake

3

A great place to get outside

Crystal Lake is always the perfect place for a weekend
get-away with the family! Follow along as we give
you an insider’s view on how to get the most out of
your visit.
1
3 Oaks
Recreation Area
2
Holiday Inn
Crystal Lake
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

Duke's Alehouse
and Kitchen
4
Downtown
Crystal Lake
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
5
ABBA Mania at
the Raue Center
for the Arts.

Crystal Lake
Aquathon
3
Julie Ann's
Frozen Custard

When lunch time arises, stop at the Lake House to
chow down on hamburgers, hot dogs, sandwiches
and tacos served by The Cottage on the Beach.
You can also pack a lunch and enjoy it at the picnic
grounds. After lunch, you can keep enjoying the
beach, or you can make your way to The Quarry
Cable Park. This state-of-the-art cable wake park will
put a little adventure into your day.

Visiting from Chicago? Hop on the Union Pacific
Northwest line out of Ogilvie station and get off in
Downtown Crystal Lake. Grab a bite to eat at Duke’s
Alehouse and Kitchen just a few steps northeast
of the Metra station. Duke’s specializes in gourmet
comfort foods, artisan sandwiches and burgers all
utilizing local and sustainable ingredients. Pair these
with Duke’s extensive beer selection and you’re in for
a one-of-a-kind meal.

4
Stand Up Paddle
Board Yoga with
Tracy Schuldt
Health & Wellness

4

4
3

Did you know, Three Oaks Recreation Area is home
to Illinois' only Aquathon? The Crystal Lake Aquathon
includes trail running and open swimming for anyone
from beginners to experienced Ironmen. Give it a
try for yourself August 2, 2020 at Three Oaks and
choose from a sprint distance (500m swim, 5k run) or
Olympic distance (1 mile swim, 10k run).

Take some time to explore the many boutique shops
in Downtown Crystal Lake like Marvin’s Toy Store,
Clothes Gallery, and Evolve for a unique gift to take
home with you. You can also see a live show at the
Raue Center for the Arts. The Raue Center has a
variety of Broadway style performances, live music,
and comedians who grace their stage year-round.

Wrap up your day of adventure with dinner in
downtown Crystal Lake. Like deep dish pizza? Try
Georgio’s Chicago Pizzeria and Pub. Is classic Italian
cuisine more up your alley? Da Baffone Cucina
has the best chicken parmesan you’ll ever eat. Last
but certainly not least you cannot forget dessert.
Julie Ann’s Frozen Custard will have something
for everyone. That just about rounds out a perfect
getaway to Crystal Lake.
City of Crystal Lake
815.459.2020 • crystallake.org
Crystal Lake Chamber of Commerce
815.459.1300 • clchamber.com

After an exciting day of exploring Downtown Crystal
Lake, it is time to head to one of Crystal Lake’s many
hotel accommodations. The newly renovated Holiday
Inn Crystal Lake is perfect for those looking for a
modern hotel with full-service amenities and the
Comfort Inn Crystal Lake is exactly what you need for
a family on a budget.

Downtown Crystal Lake/Main Street
815.479.0835 • downtowncl.org

1
2
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Hebron
COMMUNITIES

There’s no shopping like country shopping

In 1952, a school with just 98 students won the
Illinois High School Boys Basketball Championship.
Competing against cities of all sizes, a tiny community
of 650 grabbed the top title, and when the boys came
1

1

3

Huntley

2

The friendly village with country charm

1
James C. Dhamer
Town Square
2
BBQ King
Smokehouse
3
Tom's
Farm Market
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

It’s happening in Huntley, a community whose
population has more than quadrupled in the last
decade. Clearly, this is a place where people want
to be.
As one of the gateways to the county for visitors
arriving off of I-90, Huntley offers suburban amenities
coupled with country charm. You’ll be elated to spend
some time on Huntley Square, treating yourself to
doughnuts at Morkes, and ice cream at Manny's.
Huntley Park District features a water park and an
18-hole championship golf course, both open to the
public. One of the park district’s jewels is Deicke Park,
a large park with multiple facilities that host numerous
community events and programs. Have children? Be
sure to check out the large and elaborate playground.

The Inside Look

Scan the code
for more info
about Huntley.

Insider Tip: Sorry, kids – the Turkey Testicle
Festival is just for adults, while Parkside Pub is
generally kid-friendly.

On Saturdays in the summer and fall, Huntley Farmers
Market vendors line Coral Street in the downtown
area offering customers fresh produce, eggs, meats,
baked goods, coffee, honey, olive oil and more.
And definitely don’t miss out on Huntley’s biggest
celebration of the year, the Turkey Testicle Festival.
The Wednesday before Thanksgiving, Parkside Pub
in Huntley comes alive with revelers celebrating this
dignified occasion. Featuring bands, beer and lots of
turkey testicles, thousands of visitors from around the
region come to celebrate — and to make bad jokes.

3

Grab the crew and get out to Tom’s Farm Market in
Huntley for a variety of fresh fruits and vegetables, and
while you’re there, have a toasty breakfast sandwich or
a big bowl of homemade soup at Cheryl’s Café. If pies
and cakes are more your style, pick from the seasonal
selections — the variety is mind blowing. Even the
breads are seasonal here. Fall events include a kidfriendly, 7-acre Moonlight Corn Maze and hayride,
complete with bonfires and special autumn treats.

home, the town painted the water tower to look like a
basketball. That monument still stands, hovering over
the town with pride. You can’t miss it, and it’s a story
that highlights the heart of Hebron.
That hometown heritage is evident when you explore
this small community. It’s a place that celebrates
history, which makes it a great destination for
antiquing. Three treasure troves of the past are located
within walking distance of each other: Abundance
Antiques and Design offers antiques in a 4,000 square
foot former hardware store from the 1800s. Across
the street, Grampy’s Antiques is in the town’s original
general store and is bursting with gems, including
collectibles and resale items. On the other side of
IL 173, Lloyd & Leota’s Antiques and Restoration
specializes in restoring and refinishing fine furniture
from the past.
Farming has been a part of Hebron’s fabric since its
beginning. Patyk’s Farm Market & Greenhouse is a
working farm where you can pick up homegrown
produce, farm-fresh eggs, handmade milk soap, and
flowers for your garden. You can also pick-your-own
tomatoes and pumpkins, feed the goats, and coo
at cows, calves, turkeys, and hens. Von Bergen’s
Country Market is a destination, too, with corn
and sunflower mazes, family-friendly activities, and
a market selling succulent sweet corn plus plump
pumpkins and other local vegetables.

If you want to really get a sense of Hebron’s heart,
eat at one of its family-owned restaurants. Classic
corner stand, The Dari, has been a gathering place
since 1969 offering hot dogs, burgers, ice cream, and
shakes. Hoops Sports Bar & Grill, named to honor the
championship basketball team, is a lively sports bar
featuring pool tables, a beer garden, and occasional
live music. Their large menu is filled with favorites like
loaded nachos, a bunch of burgers, and wings with
several different sauces.
You’ll crow about Crandall’s Restaurant and their
all-you-can-eat award winning broasted chicken and
to-die-for pot pie, and don’t miss their Friday fish
fry. Beaner’s Mexican BBQ is fairly new to town, but
it’s already the go-to spot for Mexican cuisine and
smoked meats. With brisket chile, fajitas, and pulled
pork, you don’t have to choose between Mexican
cuisine or barbecue. When you want a slice, Hart’s
Saloon is the place to be with its wood-fired pizza, ice
cold beer, and premium cocktails. On a nice day, don’t
be surprised to see a row of cycles out front; Hart’s is
not only biker-friendly, it’s got the most comfortable
bar stools around.

1
The iconic
Hebron
water tower
2
Von Bergen’s
Country Market
3
The Dari

Village of Hebron
815.648.2353 • villageofhebron.org
Hebron Area Business Association
815.648.4507 • hebronasd.com

2

Don't forget to stop by the Visitor's Center on your
way through!
Village of Huntley
847.515.5200 • huntley.il.us
Huntley Chamber of Commerce
847.669.0166 • huntleychamber.org
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Island Lake

Johnsburg

With a name like Island Lake, you would expect
just that — an island and a lake. And that’s what area
residents created in the late 1920s. From farm fields,
a gravel pit and Mutton Creek, in a place where there
was neither an island nor a lake, Island Lake was born
by damming the creek.

The Chain O’ Lakes and Fox River bring thousands
of boaters to McHenry County every summer. Join
in the fun and hop on your boat to explore what the
locals affectionately call “The Chain”. The best way
to experience the area is a cruise through Johnsburg.
Begin your journey on the beautiful Pistakee Bay,
admire the stunning homes along the shore, or give
water skiing a try! Continue through to Pistakee Lake
and make a stop at The Boat House, gas up your boat,
shop for the latest in apparel and boating accessories
or even rent a slip for the season.

COMMUNITIES

Beach fun, anyone?

Today, the village is home to just over 8,000 residents
and hosts events like the Island Lakefest at the end
of July and a summer concert series — perfect for
reconnecting with all the things that make summer
memorable. They also have one of the best fireworks
shows in the area!

1
Harvard
Foodtruck
FEASTival,
Harvard
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
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2

Island Lake is also the best place around to catch
some beach volleyball at Sideouts Sports Bar and
Eatery. Grab a bite to eat. Watch the game. Listen to
some great bands. And find out why Sideouts was
named the Best Outdoor Eatery and Sports Bar.
Village of Island Lake
847.526.8764 • villageofislandlake.com
Island Lake Chamber of Commerce
224.656.2822 • islandlakechamber.org

2
3

Rush Creek
Distilling, Harvard

Waterfront fun on the Fox

Looking for the ultimate Fourth of July experience?
Don’t miss the Pistakee Bay Fireworks held yearly
near the Fourth. Hundreds of boats fill Pistakee Bay
for the best fireworks show of the year. Oak Park
Lounge, a fixture on The Chain for more than 40
years, proudly hosts this annual event.

2
1
Pistakee Bay

3

Ready for lunch? Stop at The Lake House on
the Pistakee, take in the lake breeze as you sip a
cool beverage and dine outdoors with a selection
from their tasty menu featuring daily food and
drink specials. Extend your stay with a night at the
Waterfront Hotel & Marina, the only hotel situated
directly on the Fox River. Park your boat, catch
some Z’s and hop back on the river in the morning.
Exploring Johnsburg via the Fox River & Chain
O’ Lakes is a one-of-a-kind experience!

2
Pistakee Bay
Fireworks
Photo by
Mark Munson
3
Raymond's
Bowl &
Entertainment
Center
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
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Island Lakefest,
Island Lake
4
Sideouts
Sports Bar
and Eatery,
Island Lake
5
Starline Factory,
Harvard
The Inside Look

Scan the code
for more info
about the
Harvard Food
Truck FEASTival.

Harvard

4

Always notable

Named in honor of Harvard, Massachusetts, this town
of around 10,000 located about seven miles south
of the Illinois/Wisconsin border, has been home
to a number of notables including Edward Ayer, a
founder of the Field Museum of Natural History and
the Newberry Library in Chicago, Clarence Darrow of
Scopes Trial fame, and Dorothy Ayer Gardner Ford,
mother of the president.
Clearly, this is a town with something special. One of
those special things is the Starline Factory, a former
factory repurposed into an area for pioneering artists
to establish their studios. Another is the new Rush
Creek Distilling, a local distillery producing authentic
craft-distilled gin, vodka and whiskey.

Come in off the water and enjoy all that Johnsburg
has to offer including 18 holes of magnificent golf at
the Chapel Hill Golf Course. The community, proud
of its German heritage, celebrates Saufen und Spiel
Festival annually in September. Visitors and residents
enjoy authentic German fare and entertainment at
the Johnsburg Community Club located across from
the historic St. John the Baptist Catholic Church.
This striking gothic-style church pays homage to the
German emigrants who planted roots in this town
in 1841.

Village of Johnsburg
815.385.6023 • johnsburg.org
Johnsburg Area Business Association
815.386.5511 • johnsburgjaba.com
Insider Tip: Johnsburg is home to the
Pistakee Yacht Club, which has been part of
the community for more than 120 years.

5
1

Several unique local festivals bring the crowds to the
small town of Harvard. Harvard Milk Days, one of
the longest-running festivals in the state, runs
October 16–18, 2020. Harvard will also be hosting the
2nd annual Foodtruck FEASTival in July on Ayers St.
City of Harvard
815.943.6468 • cityofharvard.org
44

Harvard Chamber of Commerce
815.943.4404 • harvcc.net
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Lake in the Hills

Richmond

Yes, Virginia, there’s a lake in those hills! In fact, there
are four lakes in this village, affectionately called “LITH”
for short. The largest is Woods Lake with two public
beaches. The remaining three lakes offer fishing and
wildlife viewing.

Richmond is a quirky and hip destination for great
food and entertainment. Located at the end of the
26-mile long Prairie Trail visitors can take advantage
of great biking, hiking, and horseback riding at
nearby stables.

Perhaps the most unusual — and we think best —
feature of Lake in the Hills is the village-owned airport.
It has a 3,800-foot runway, and a full length, parallel
taxiway that hosts more than 34,000 landings and
take-offs per year. In fact, it’s officially designated as a
“relief” landing facility for Chicago’s O’Hare. There’s a
flight school, charter service, aircraft parking, terminal,
support services, courtesy car and a pilots lounge with
free Wi-Fi and coffee. Aircraft include single engines,
multi-engines, jets and helicopters. Enjoy these familyfriendly events throughout the year: Young Eagles
takes place on the first Saturday of the month, MaySeptember, where kids aged 8 to 17 can experience
flying. They get free rides with registration. Enjoy
pancakes at the airport at the Airport Open House
& EAA Chapter 790 Pancake Breakfast, which takes
place the last Sunday in June, 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

Specialty shops and restaurants are found along
Broadway and Main beginning with award winning
Paisano's on Broadway and, just 75 feet west, the
newly renovated Seaside Prime Seafood & Steaks.
One block away is Anderson Candy Shop, which is
celebrating 100 years in business, a favorite for locals
and visitors alike.

Quirky things are brewing

COMMUNITIES

The land of lakes and planes

1
Rockin' Rotary
Ribfest, Lake in
the Hills
2
Cattleman's
Burger and Brew,
Algonquin
3
Black Bear Bistro,
Algonquin

2

When it comes to special events,
this town has plenty, including:
• Stop by Rockin' Rotary Ribfest in July for four days
of unbelievably delicious, mouthwatering barbecue
and entertainment at the beautiful Sunset Park. This
family-friendly event will feature nationally renowned
ribbers and great family entertainment!
• Summer Sunset Festival is LITH’s biggest, held on
Labor Day weekend, with live music, food, carnival,
parade and fireworks.
• Pub in the Park is a craft beer and food truck
festival with more than 30 breweries offering a
diverse selection of beer, ale, cider and IPA. This is
the place for beer, food and live music on June 27.
Enjoy all of these great events at Sunset Park, located
in the heart of Lake in the Hills.
Village of Lake in the Hills
847.960.7400 • lith.org

2

Algonquin
A diner's paradise

Algonquin has all of the appeal of a small town and
the conveniences of the suburbs along the Randall
Road corridor. If you’re looking for the small-town
specialties though, visit the newly revitalized “Old
Town Algonquin”. Now a mecca for historic charm
and unique dining, the walkable downtown district is
lined with restaurants and shopping. New to the area
is Cattleman’s Burger and Brew who takes American
fare seriously. Enjoy a selection of over 70 beers that
rotate regularly as well as a menu featuring all the
classics with a little flair.
Fine dining is abundant throughout downtown. You
will actually find multiple options all within walking
distance. Cucina Bella is an award-winning
restaurant that offers authentic Italian cuisine
accompanied by a vast selection of wine and
desserts. New to the downtown is Black Bear
Bistro, a modern American restaurant serving
classic and inventive dishes with a focus on
locally-sourced ingredients and wild game.

3

For that early morning coffee, there is Main Street
Coffee Company. They offer a variety of coffees, teas,
lattes and smoothies, a breakfast and taco menu, and
new this year, a full bar.

1
The Prairie Trail

If you are into good music, food and a friendly
atmosphere, Doyle’s Irish Pub should be right up your
alley, not to mention the great views of the Nippersink
Creek flowing towards the Fox River. For great brats,
the Richmond BratHaus has a wide gourmet variety
along with burgers and countless bier selections.

2
Anderson's
Candy Shop
3

Village of Richmond
815.678.4040 • richmond-il.com
Richmond/Spring Grove Chamber of Commerce
815.678.5155 • rsgchamber.com

4

Richmond
BratHaus
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
4
Live music at
Seaside Prime
Seafood & Steaks

1

5
Main Street
Coffee Co.,
Richmond

Village of Algonquin
847.658.2700 • algonquin.org
Algonquin/Lake in the Hills
Chamber of Commerce
847.658.5300 • alchamber.com
5

1

3

1
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Cary & Fox River Grove

Marengo & Union

At first glance, the neighboring communities of Cary
and Fox River Grove might seem like sleepy riverfront
towns. But don’t let their comfortable charm fool you,
there’s a whole lot of excitement going on. Straddling
the Fox River with Cary on the north and Fox River
Grove on the south, you’ll want to explore again
and again.

A visit to Marengo and Union is a good way to relax
and unload some stress. These are the types of places
that make you understand why the American small
town is a celebrated icon. On the western edge of
McHenry County, where farms outnumber strip malls,
these communities have a lot for you to do. Discover
Americana at its best and don’t be surprised if you
find yourself dreaming about joining small-town life
permanently.

COMMUNITIES

Comfortable Charm and excitement!

1
750 Cucina
Rustica, Cary
Photo by
K-Adams Foto
2
Cary Street
Fest, Cary

A tasty way to start your day is with a quick cuppa
at Conscious Cup Coffee Roasters. Located in an
historic corner building across from the tracks in
downtown Cary, this small batch craft roaster only
serves fair-trade coffee. Next door is your Italian
home-away-from home, 750 Cucina Rustica. Stop in
for authentic pizza and watch the game, relax over a
romantic dinner of veal parmigiana or share imported
bronze-cut pasta with the whole family. If you’re in
the mood for a burger, Tracks Bar & Grill has some of
the best patties anywhere. Another family favorite is
Brunch Cafe. Fox River Grove is home to the original.
Founded in 2008, there are now multiple locations
offering crepes, skillets, omelets, and more.
Two unique attractions in Cary-Grove, as the locals
call it, that stand out are the Norge Ski Club and the
Bettendorf Castle. In 1905, a group of Norwegian
men built a ski jump in Fox River Grove. More than a
century later, Norge Ski Club is still going strong and

3
Bettendorf
Castle,
Fox River Grove

1

4
Norge Ski Club,
Fox River Grove
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

The quintessential small-town experience

3

is the oldest continuously open ski club in the United
States. The jumps are open year-round, and spectators
can take in the sky-high antics every January and
September during tournament days.

3

The other unexpected destination is the Bettendorf
Castle. Built by Theodore “Teddy” Bettendorf over 36
years and complete with eight towers, a guard room,
a wishing well, and a moat, the castle is a piece of
Luxembourg in McHenry County. Although the castle
is a private home, the owners invite occasional tours
to cross the drawbridge.
Cary-Grove also hosts lively events that draw visitors
from all over. On Wednesdays in the summer, Cary
Cruise Nights turns downtown Cary into a festive car
show. In September, Cary Main Street Fest is a twoday party with live music, local restaurants, a market,
and tons of family fun. It’s no tricks, all treats during
the Annual Halloween Walk; more than a thousand
kids and parents participate in this parade. Then
there’s the Merry Cary Parade and Festival. Sunny or
cloudy, balmy or freezing, this early December holiday
welcome complete with Santa and sleigh rides is
always a hit.
Village of Cary
847.639.0003 • caryillinois.org
Village of Fox River Grove
847.639.3170 • foxrivergrove.org
Cary-Grove Area Chamber of Commerce
847.639.2800 • carygrovechamber.com

2

1

2
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1
Cody’s Farm
and Orchard,
Marengo
2

After you hike Marengo Ridge, stop by the Flatlander
Market, 125 State St., Marengo. As the owners say, it’s
“halfway to everywhere,” so they get a lot of bicyclists
by way of Crystal Lake. The menu includes burgers,
wraps, sandwiches and salads, plus breakfast items
and Cookies by Sally. Why not try the Black and Blue
Burger, which is “seasoned with ill-tempered chef
spices”? If you think owners Rocco and Sally seem
familiar, perhaps you caught them on the American
Express commercial, which featured Rocco’s voice
and Sally on camera. The atmosphere is as good as
the food. Take time to notice the small details, like an
old refrigerator door used to hold cards and notes
of appreciation from visitors, or the antiques in the
recessed space above the door. Among the other
food items on display, look for the creamed possum
and armadillo milk. (Don’t worry, those items are not
featured on the menu!)
Just down the street, at 207 S. State St., is the
Marengo Emporium, a consignment shop with all
the little finds you could hope for. Look for antique
furniture, creatively repurposed items, local art, pottery
and fun old items like butter churns. While you’re
there, check out their large display of goat milk soap
from Silver Prairie Natural Soap Company. Call
815.596.2004 or visit marengoemporium.com.
Bundled next door is Donna’s Jewelry Box, 209 S.
State St., where you’ll probably find Donna herself
busily making jewelry while you peruse the items she’s
already completed. She will help you find just the right
addition to your own jewelry box. Call 815.596.2004
or visit donnasjb.com.

Just down the road is Union, where the 1847
Luke & Margaret Gannon Log Home, situated in front
of the McHenry County Historical Society, will catch
your eye. Also on the property is the West Harmony
School, a charming old one-room school house that
dates back to 1895 (take note of the matching Little
Free Library just in front of that). Inside the school is a
pot-bellied stove and rows of vintage wooden
desks with a long chalkboard, a flag and a picture
of President George Washington helping to set the
historic stage. The original 1850 Montelona School
Bell from Richmond Township is mounted
just outside.

StoneBakers
Pizza, Marengo
3
Niko's R&R
Supper Club,
Marengo
4
Marengo Ridge
Conservation
Area, Marengo

A short drive away, at 8512 S. Union Road, Union, is
history of another sort. Onesti’s Wild West Town is
a wild-west-themed amusement park and museum
open May-October. Pan for gold, ride a pony,
watch a live action wild west show or have a drink
in the Sasparilla Saloon. Call 815.923.9000 or visit
wildwesttown.com.
City of Marengo
815.568.7112 • cityofmarengo.com
Village of Union
815.923.4153
Marengo & Union Chamber of Commerce
815.568.6680 • marengo-union.com
4

On your way out of town, refresh yourself at
Pointers Saloon. You’ll know it when you see it by the
giant antlers on the sign out front.
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LIVE HERE

LIVE HERE

McHenry County isn’t simply a place to live, it’s a
place packed with possibilities and opportunities that
inspires residents to innovate and excel. In McHenry
County, you get big-city access with a small town feel
that you won’t find anywhere else.
McHenry County provides a variety of choices when
it comes to enjoying the American Dream. Maybe
it’s the comfortable, inviting residential suburban life?
Maybe the rustic, charmingly simple experience of
rural life? Or maybe you desire the connectivity with
America’s third largest city, without any of the big-city
prices, or problems. Regardless of your preference,
McHenry County has it all.
1
McHenry
County College,
Crystal Lake

2
Woodstock
Dual Language
Program

3
Northwestern
Medicine,
Huntley
4
Varied housing
options.

3

Bike sharing is the latest trend in easy and eco-friendly
transportation. Hop on and off as you please and
only pay for what you use! Six stations are scattered
throughout McHenry County for residents and visitors
to use. Learn more at bikemc.com.
4

Multiple recreational adventures with private and
public golf courses, boating, fishing, cultural activities,
open spaces and seasonal changes. McHenry County
is also rated as one of the safest communities in the
Chicagoland area.

Entrepreneurial
Ecosystem
McHenry County Economic Development
Corporation is here to help drive the future of
McHenry County’s economic success with MC
NEXT. This entrepreneurial development program
was created to help ensure the success of the next
generation of entrepreneurs.

Exceptional Education
All of McHenry County’s school districts rank in the
top 100 in Illinois. Many offer dual language programs
as well as entrepreneurial education INCubator
program. In addition to our public-school system,
McHenry County College offers over 90 career and
technical programs. We are also home to Aurora
University Woodstock and Columbia College of
Crystal lake.

Extensive
Transportation

#bikeMC Bike Share

Vintage homes, riverside condos, country estates,
unique neighborhoods in 30 family-friendly towns and
villages with America’s Midwest work ethic and values.

Excellent Quality of Life

1

Access to 3 airports – Chicago O’Hare, Rockford and
Milwaukee International Airport; Class A rail and high
capacity roadways.

Varied Housing Options

1

50

2

Medical and
Healthcare Facilities
Community based healthcare systems, leading edge
technology, easy access to renowned medical centers
in Illinois and Wisconsin.

McHenry County Economic
Development Corporation
620 Dakota Street • Crystal Lake
815.893.0895 • mchenrycountyedc.com

3

4

1
Metra Station,
McHenry
2
McHenry
Riverwalk,
McHenry
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

3
Zagster Bike
Share

4
Autoshow,
Woodstock
Square,
Woodstock

2
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SLEEP

Tuck
yourself
into cozy
comfort

Homey and inviting, with sumptuous breakfasts to
send you on your way, McHenry County’s bed and
breakfasts are perfect for business or leisure and are
the best way to immerse yourself in the local scene.
1
Cherry Tree Inn
Bed & Breakfast,
Woodstock
2
Cherry Tree Inn
Bed & Breakfast
Photo by
K-Adams Foto

Bill Murray slept here
The best bed and breakfasts offer a sense of familiarity
that feels like home. At Cherry Tree Inn Bed and
Breakfast, that sense of deja vu is expected since it’s
the place where Bill Murray woke up over, and over,
and over in the movie “Groundhog Day.” More than
the site of a now-classic movie, however, this inn is
a charming respite from hectic daily life. Proprietors
Lori and George Miarecki purchased the 19th-century
Victorian mansion in 2017 for its history and splendor.
Each of the four rooms is decorated individually; one
has a four-poster bed, another a soaking tub with jets.
Guests are invited to take advantage of the whole
house, from the cafe stocked with coffee, tea, and
games in the front, to the living area and its cheery
fireplace, to the wraparound porch overlooking the
corner lot.

Feel Valued.
2

Retreat to the country
Crane Hollow Bed and Breakfast is located on a
40-acre retreat in northwest McHenry County, where
you are invited to indulge in a peaceful, natural
environment that is still within easy reach of points of
interest and local entertainment. After a night of rest,
you’ll wake to the scent of breakfast delights. Located
adjacent to a pond and remnant Illinois oak forest, it’s
perfect for bird watchers. You can watch the cranes
that the place is named for in their early morning
graze. Call 815.943.7163 or visit cranehollow.com.

Wanna play
in the water?
The Inn & Cottage at Lake Elizabeth on the south
end of Lake Elizabeth is within walking distance of a
marina, providing great access to this 680-acre
all-sport lake. Bring your own watercraft or rent one
from a local vendor for hours of fun. End each day
listening to the lake sounds from the front porch of
the Inn and wake up each morning to the breakfast
smells of great home cooking. Located at 11514
Lakeview Road, Richmond. Call 815.678.4335 or
815.355.8153 or visit theinnatlakeelizabeth.com.

Sleep

The breakfast alone is reason to stay at this historic inn.
The Miarecki’s support local businesses, which means
the coffee is from a local roaster and jams, eggs, and
hot sauces are from the vendors at the farmers market.
Guests are welcome to sit at the island while Lori
prepares their cherry chocolate scones or blueberry
and cream cheese bread pudding. Its location is
also a selling point. Located a five-minute walk from
Woodstock Square, Cherry Tree Inn is close enough to
the action to be convenient and far enough away to
feel like your own private getaway. Call 815.308.5946
or visit cherrytreeinnbnb.com.

At Hampton, it’s the extra care we put into everything that’s going to
make your stay extra awesome. You’ll find it at our free hot breakfast.
And you’ll see it in the personalities of our team members who use
their individual styles of hospitality to make you feel extra special.

1

We’re big on the little things like Wi-Fi,
coffee and tea and all the in-room
conveniences that make you feel right at home,
even when you’re away.

Holiday Inn Express & Suites - Algonquin
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2595 Bunker Hill Drive
Algonquin, IL 60102
hixalgonquin.com
847-458-6000

Hampton Inn
1555 S. Route 31, McHenry, IL 60050
815-578-1900 | www.mchenry.hamptoninn.com
© 2018 Hilton.

hampton.com

1 800 hampton
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@1776restaurant

@ashleymorganstyle

@astral_photography

@eclectickurves

@fjord_the_river

@jeeplife.polishwife.usaliving

@cadryskitchen

@chicagofoodiegirl

@hiltski_victor

@ohtheplaceswego

@julieannsfrozencustard

@kadamsfoto

@chicagofoodiegirl

@drd.images

@crystallakebrewing

@mchenry_at_400ft

@richardsonadventurefarm

@openlands.chicago

@thebudgetsavvytravelers

@shredthequarry

@thelocaltourist

Make Your

McHenry County Moment!
#visitmchenrycounty
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@visitmchenrycounty
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INSIDER TRAVEL
BED & BREAKFAST
Crane Hollow Bed
and Breakfast
18914 Lincoln Rd. • Harvard
815.943.7163 • cranehollow.com
RavenStone Castle
Bed & Breakfast
4504 Illinois Rt. 23
Harvard • 815.943.5764
ravenstonecastle.com
The Cherry Tree Inn
344 Freemont St.
Woodstock • 815.308.5946
cherrytreeinnbnb.com
The Inn & Cottage
at Lake Elizabeth
11514 Lakeview Rd.
Richmond • 815.678.4335
theinnatlakeelizabeth.com
Victorian Rose Garden
Bed & Breakfast
314 Washington St.
Algonquin • 847.854.9667
victorianrosegarden.com
CAMPGROUNDS
Chicago Northwest KOA
8404 S. Union Rd. • Union
815.923.4206
campingchicago.com
Lehman’s Lakeside
RV Resort
19609 Harmony Rd. • Marengo
815.923.4533 • lehmanrv.com
McHenry County
Conservation District
18410 US Highway 14
Woodstock • 815.338.6223
mccdistrict.org
HOTELS
Baymont Inn & Suites
Harvard
1701 S. Division St.
815.943.0700
Richmond
11200 N. US Rt. 12
815.678.4711
wyndhamhotels.com
Best Western
Woodstock Inn
990 Lake Ave. • Woodstock
815.337.0065 • bestwestern.com
Comfort Inn
595 E. Tracy Trl. • Crystal Lake
815.444.0040 • choicehotels.com

56

Country Inn & Suites
600 Tracy Trail • Crystal Lake
815.477.3500 • countryinns.com
Hampton Inn
1555 S. Rt 31 • McHenry
815.578.1900
mchenry.hamptoninn.com
Holiday Inn Crystal Lake
800 S. Rt. 31 • Crystal Lake
815.477.7000 • hicrystallake.com
Holiday Inn
Express & Suites
2595 Bunker Hill Dr. • Algonquin
847.458.6000 • hiexpress.com
Super 8 by Wyndham
Crystal Lake
577 Crystal Point Rd.
McHenry
110 State Rt. 31
Woodstock
1220 Davis Rd.
800.454.3213
Waterfront Hotel & Marina
3309 N. Chapel Hill Rd.
Johnsburg • 815.344.3131
waterfronthotelandmarina.com
Visit McHenry
County Visitor Center
11879 E. Main St.
Huntley • 815.893.6280
visitmchenrycounty.com
TRAVEL & TRANSPORTATION
Lake in the Hills Airport
815.479.7960 • lith.org/airport
Galt Airport (Wonder Lake)
815.648.2433 • galtairport.com
Metra Union Pacific Northwest
815.823.3007 • metrarail.com
with stops in: Fox River Grove,
Cary, Pingree Road, Crystal Lake,
Woodstock, McHenry
and Harvard
Bike MC - Zagster Bike Share
bike.zagster.com/bikeMC
Locations at: Crystal Lake,
McHenry County College,
Woodstock - Woodstock Metra
Station, McHenry County
Administration Building
McHenry Recreation Center
Richmond - Doyle’s Pub

ABUNDANT
ARTS &
CULTURE

Relax
& Unwind
CHARMING &
HISTORIC

CONVENIENT
LOCATION
& GREAT
HOUSING

Renovations
Complete in
Spring 2020

McHenry County’s
Only Full Service Hotel

Holiday Inn Chicago NW Crystal Lake Convention Center
800 S. Illinois Rte 31, Crystal Lake, IL 60014 Phone: 815-477-7000
www.crystallakeHI.com

GREAT
OUTDOORS

EXCELLENT
SCHOOLS

Charming and historic, Woodstock feels like
home. With independently owned shops and
restaurants, abundant arts & culture and
excellent education, Woodstock has it all.
Welcome home.

EXPLORE MCHENRY COUNTY
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